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2-RPM - Monday May 20, 1996

The top of the pops

The importance of having a number one song

by Ron Rogers

It’s a destination that thousands of artists strive
for, but only a precious few can attain - having a
number one song on the charts. It’s something that
record companies are willing to spend thousands
of dollars to obtain, yet very few records ever obtain
it. So the questions naturally becomes - just how
important is it to have a number one song on the
charts.

In recent weeks, a small cauldrone of
controversy has been brewing over an alleged chart
battle between Sony labelmates Celine Dion and

Mariah Carey. According to the rumour mongers,
Sony halted the production of the #1 Celine Dion
single, Because You Loved Me, so that fellow AC
chanteuse Mariah Carey could vault into the
cherished top slot with her hit, Always Be My Baby.

The dilemma of trying to grab the #1 slot is
that radio is a far different forum than it was 20 or
30 years ago. In the fifties and sixties, radio was
in many ways a singular entity, with most stations
programming very similar music, resulting in one
chart (ie. the long-running CHUM Chart) being
THE chart for the industry.

In recent years however, radio has become

more of a boutique business, as opposed to one
giant warehouse outlet. There are more pre-defined
formats now than there ever has been. Certain
artists, particularly those in the alternative/modern
rock field, may only get played on a handful of
stations across the country. It also means that fewer
artists have the all-encompassing, cross-format
appeal of artists from the past. Thus, an artist trying
to reach #1 on the charts either has to have a
tremendous amount of support from the stations
in their format, or they must have a wide reaching
appeal to cross-over into various different formats.

Since adult contemporary/mix stations are
probably the most popular format in the country,
it’s only natural that artists like Celine Dion,

NUMBER ONE continued on page 3

Children’s business gathers under CIRPA KIDS banner

A consortium of representatives of the Canadian
children’s music field have gathered to form an
offshoot of the Canadian Independent Record
Production Association. The new subcommittee has
been dubbed CIRPA KIDS, with the overall aim of
enhancing the presence of Canadian children’s
entertainers in the industry.

The association began with a series of informal
meetings between several prominent executives in
the field, including Tanglewood Records president
Bruce Davidsen, Elephant Records’ Steve McNie,
and Elsie Hetherman, who heads up MCA Canada’s
children’s division.

Canada has long been acknowledged as the
world’s leader in the children’s music field, but
has suffered a decided lack of support from the
industry in its own backyard. Most in the genre
feel that the Canadian industry as a whole has been
slow to recognize the importance of children’s
music, and the fact that Canada is the leading
supplier of such entertainment in the world.

Various members of the children’s field have
repeatedly lobbied with CARAS, as an example,
to gain greater prominence at the Juno Awards, the
most celebrated event on the Canadian industry
calendar. But their efforts have been met with
indifference by CARAS, who feel that the business
just doesn’t generate enough dollars to merit
inclusion in the yearly ceremony.

Yet the numbers indicate that Canadian
children’s artists are consistently enjoying strong
record sales both here and abroad. They also enjoy
similar success in their touring business. Sharon,
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Lois & Bram, as an example, topped gold status in
Canada with their latest album, Let’s Dance, just
three or four months after its release (the album is
now past platinum). The trio - with 15 albums to
their credit, as well as several videos, a television
show (now in syndication) and a CD-ROM -
recently conducted a successful tour of Canada,
which was highlighted by five sold-out shows at
Toronto’s O’Keefe Centre. All five shows sold-out
within a week.

According to Davidsen, numerous other
Canadian artists, such as Raffi, Fred Penner, and his

own Eric Nagler and Carmen Campagne, are
enjoying stellar success both in Canada and other
parts of the world. But the room for growth is
obvious, hence the need for an organization such
as CIRPA KIDS. ‘

“We set the standard in North American
children’s entertainment right here in Canada. And
while we all work hard individually to build our
businesses, today’s climate presents conditions
that are best addressed by the community at
large.”

Principle among the key initiatives of CIRPA
KIDS is the development of a joint marketing

KIDS continued on page 3

BMG Songs forms new marketing division, expands staff

BMG Songs, the US division of BMG Music
Publishing, has created a new marketing division
aimed at aggressively promoting its extensive
catalogue and growing roster of artists and writers.
The announcement was made by Danny Strick,
senior VP and general manager of BMG Songs.
The division will devote its efforts on
expanding and promoting its catalogue in the areas
of film, television, advertising, compilation
projects, songplugging and new technologies.
According to Strick, “This division is being
set up to maximize the incredible resources that
BMG Music Publishing has developed over the last
eight and a half years through catalogue acquisition
and new artists signings. It will definitely enhance
the continuing efforts and exciting
accomplishments made by our A&R team.”
BMG has made more than 100 catalogue

acquisitions over the past eight-plus years, 35 of
those in the US. This includes catalogues of artists
such as Christopher Cross, B.B. King, Peter Cetera,
Boz Scaggs, Santana, Kris Kristofferson, Barry
Manilow, John Hiatt, and Diane Warren. The
current artist roster includes Annie Lennox, Dave
Stewart, The Cure, Cypress Hill, Beck, The Bee
Gees, Ace Of Base, Hum, La Bouche, Cowboy
Junkies, Jesus & Mary Chain, Wu-Tang Clan,
10,000 Maniacs, The Posies, Lisa Stansfield, Carly
Simon, and Mary Lou Lord.

The BMG marketing division will expose its
catalogue via an extensive national marketing
campaign, including a CD sampler of 350 songs
from the BMG catalogue. This will be accompanied
by a 1,000-song discography organized into a
number of categories, to be made available on the
Internet, as well as on PC and Mac diskettes.

ALBUM PICK

DID YOU MEAN WHAT
YOU SAID - Sovory
Polydor
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NUMBER ONE continued from page 2

Michael Bolton, Bryan Adams or Billy Joel would
repeatedly rise to the top of the charts, seemingly
with every new song they come out with. Their
songs tend to get played on dozens of stations
across the country, guaranteeing them hundreds of
spins each week. But for an artist like Smashing
Pumpkins, for example, who’s appeal is more
defined, the chances of getting the hundreds of
spins necessary to reach #1 on the Hits chart are
slim.

According to EMI Music Canada VP of
promotion, Peter Diemer, “A number one record
today versus a number one record 20 years ago
doesn’t necessarily mean the same thing based on
the fact of split formats. To get a number one record
in Canada at a CHR level or top 40 level is next to
impossible because of the various formats - CHR
alternative, CHR urban, the AC/CHR - they all sort
of blend together on the chart.

“Everyone is always striving for a #1 song,
but realistically, not every song can go to #1. With
the many faces of radio, and split formats in Canada
and the US, it becomes increasingly difficult to
fully expose quality music consistently on one
format in Canada. At the end of the day, the total
number of impressions over a certain length of time
is what is really going to sell the record, not whether

PolyGram publishing signs

PolyGram International Music Publishing has
signed an exclusive long-term worldwide
publishing agreement with violin prodigee Vanessa
Mae. PolyGram will administer the rights to the
original material and new arrangements of existing
works by Mae, who released her debut album last
year with EMI Premier.

At the tender age of 17, Mae has already sold
more than 200,000 copies of her debut album The
Violin Player in the UK, and more than 1.7 million
worldwide. The new publishing agreement with
PolyGram will not affect her recording contract
with EMI. Mae’s second album with EMI is due
later this year.

According to David Hockman, chief executive
of PolyGram International Music Publishing, “It’s
wonderful to be able to sign a long-term agreement
with such a promising young musician who has

BMG Music Canada president Paul Alofs and RCA US president Bob Jamieson meet
with members of the Dave Matthews Band (Matthews, Boyd Tinsley, Carter Beauford,
LeRoi Moore and Stefan Lessard) during their Canadian tour.

it’s #1 or #5.”

The problem with saying ‘hey, our song is
number one’ is that it doesn’t really matter in the
eyes of the consumer. Outside of the charts
compiled by individual stations, consumers don’t
really have an awareness of what song is #1 or
#100. The charts compiled by industry trade
magazines are just that, for the industry, and usually
unseen or unrecognized by consumers. For them,

any song they hear repeatedly on the radio is a hit.

According to Sony Music Canada’s VP of
sales, Don Oates, having a song hit #1 may be great
for company morale, and a strong bargaining chip
when approaching retail accounts, but in terms of
consumer interest, it probably isn’t all that
important.

NUMBER ONE continued on page 5

CBC radio digs deep into indie music scene

Do It Yourself, a five-week series on Canada’s
independent music scene was launched May 5 on
CBC Stereo’s Random sampling.

The one-hour programs, hosted by Lee Carter,
who also co-produces the series, covers everything
from jazz to techno, grunge to folk.

“I’ve always had a passion for independently
produced music,” says Carter, “because those who
make it are usually motivated by a different sort
of vision than just success -- whether it’s artists in
Newfoundland trying to protect their indigenous
sound or Cut, the all-girl rock band, who figured a
major label would never understand them. These
artists are literally doing it to please themselves.”

Doing the series was an eye-opener for Carter,
who was amazed at the affect of “the immense
growth in technology on indies. It means these

violinist Vanessa Mae

achieved so much already. As in the case of our
joint venture, the Leonard Bernstein Music
Publishing Company, this is another important step
in the process of developing new and popular
classical music.”

Mae herself noted, “I’m very pleased to be
getting involved with an innovative and young
publishing company like PolyGram...This
agreement will allow me to build on the start I
have made to my career and help me to develop
my style further.”

PolyGram International is the third largest
music publisher in the world, with more than
320,000 copyrights, including the Jerome Kern
catalogue. Its roster includes Elton John, East 17,
U2, Bon Jovi, Van Morrison, Metallica and The
Cranberries. PolyGram also has a 50% share in
the Leonard Bernstein Music Publishing Company.

PV

people can now actually rival the big companies.
They can make money. Many are very, very smart
and they are actually shaking the pillars of a
monolithic industry.

The series will cover Bernie Finkelstein’s True
North label, Holger Petersen’s Stony Plain Records
and Montreal’s Justin Time. Also featured are Sonic
Unyon a rock label run by three young
entrepreneurs from the basement of their home in
Burlington, Ontario and London, Ontario’s Plus 8,
a techno label.

Individual artists to be profiled are Loreena
McKennitt and the Leslie Spit Treeo.

Li Robbins co-produced the series with Carter.

Jazz Report honours
to Lenny Solomon

Lenny Solomon has been named violinist of the
year for the third consecutive year by the Jazz
Report. The award was presented at the
annual dinner at Toronto’s Holiday Inn King Street
on May 9.

Solomon recently returned from a 13-date
concert tour which coincided with the release of
The Gershwin Sessions, his latest CD.

As always, Solomon is allowing some of his
“downtime” to assist others. He will be performing
at the first Strings Across The Sky Gala at the North
York Ford Centre on May 28. The gala is in support
of a program to teach violin to children of the arctic.
The following night he appears at the Inn on the
Park at a benefit to aid the Ezrath Nashim-Herzog
Hospital in Israel. Sharing the bill will be Maureen
Forrester, Quartetto Gelato and Mark DuBois.

The Gershwin Sessions is distributed in
Canada by MCA.

>

EMI’s Fun Lovin’ Criminals met with media reps during a recent promo stop at Toronto’s
El Mlocambo. Band members Steve, Huey and Fast are pictured with CITI-FM's Barry
Taylor, Z95's Curtis Strange and Paul Johnson (EMI promo western supervisor).
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“Anytime we’ve got information to go and
sell more product to more retailers, and have it
more prominently displayed, the better off we are.
Whether or not the consumer buys more product
because of a #1 single is something we don’t really
have any research on. How do they know it’s a #1
single? When a radio station plays a song, they
don’t come out and say ‘here’s the #1 song on the
charts’.

“Within the industry, it’s always nice to be #1
at anything, it gives you bragging rights, if you
will. Sometimes you can turn those bragging rights
into better racking locations. Sometimes you can
take that information and get someone who hasn’t
yet purchased the product to become believers. But
around here at least, most added seems to be more
important than #1. Most added opens up some
doors that might not have been there.”

So does Mariah Carey being vaulted into #1
mean another half million in record sales? Not

likely. It would seem that until there is some sort
of nationwide, freely-available hits chart,
consumers are for the most part unaware or
unconcerned what’s #1. In fact, in the case of artists
such as Alanis Morissette, The Fugees or the
barrage of recent grunge successes, word of mouth
seems more important than any kind of chart
success in determining albums sales. So for all
those calling stations desparately to bump that song
from #10 to #3, take a breather. It’s not as important
as we were led to believe.

WALT SAYS .

with Elvira Capreese

(EC: Walt won't be say ’ing anything this week as he
is at Midem Asia. Walt Says will return next week
on page 4!)
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KIDS continued from page 2

program to increase awareness for the genre at both
the trade and consumer level. Other initiatives
include the creation of a showcase of prominent
Canadian children’s artists for the National
Association for The Education of Young Children
Conference, which will be held in Toronto in 1998;
an increased presence at the Canadian industry’s
biggest yearly event, Canadian Music Week; and
jointly presented sales promotions to key retail
accounts for artists spanning several labels, and with
pooled co-op support funds.

Also on the CIRPA KIDS table for the
immediate future is the credtion of a directory,
which would list the who’s who in the Canadian
children’s market, for the benefit of those in the
media and at retail. Finally, the group is working
to create an open forum, in which artists and their
representatives can discuss the issues directly
pertaining to them.

McNie is co-chairing the committee, along
with Glenn Sernyk, who for several years has
represented the children’s field at CARAS. McNie
notes that the ad hoc gathering has quickly become
a strong coalition, with a common focus.

“What began as an informal meeting amongst
a few of us has rapidly transformed into a
meaningful and expanded association. Our aim is
to be truly national in scope, and to represent issues
common to children’s artists and their businesses
across the country.”

Thus far, the group has enlisted the more
prominent representatives of the children’s industry
in Canada, including representatives of several key

labels - Elephant (Sharon, Lois & Bram), Oak Street
(Fred Penner, Al Simmons), Tanglewood (Eric
Nagler, Carmen Campagne, Polka Dot Door), The
Children’s Group (Classical Kids) - along with
management representatives for artists Jack
Grunsky, Lenny Graf and Sandra Beech.

Because of the veteran element of the CIRPA
KIDS members, the group has been able to form
strong ties with other key organizations, such as
CARAS, SOCAN, CRIA, the US-based Children’s
Entertainment Association, and the Association of
Canadian Children’s Festivals. Also key for the
group is the representation of the four major labels
involved the children’s business - A&M/PolyGram,
BMG, Sony and MCA.

CIRPA KIDS meets on the last Monday of
every month at the SOCAN offices in Don Mills.

Tina Simpkin named
MCA marketing manager

MCA Music Entertainment has appointed Tina
Simpkin as the label’s new marketing manager.
Simpkin is the former Columbia product manager
with Sony Music.

The appointment of Simpkin makes for a
shifting of label responsibilities. Sarah Norris is
marketing director for Geffen, Dreamworks, Almo
Sounds and Outpost; Werner Wiens will focus his
marketing efforts on the new Universal and
Interscope labels. Simpkin will concentrate on all
MCA proper, exluding country, which will still be
handled by country product manager Ed Harris.

A&M's John Reid, Randy Wells and Allan Reid present members of the Gin Blossoms with gold awards
for their most recent release, Congratulations I'm Sorry.
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ALWAYS BE MY BABY
Mariah Carey - Daydream
Columbia 66700 (promo CD)-H

OLD MAN & ME (When | Get...)
Hootie & the Blowfish - Fairweather Johnson
Atlantic 82886 (promo CD)-P

BECAUSE YOU LOVED ME
Celine Dion - Falling Into You
Epic 67541 (promo CD)-H

IRONIC

Alanis Morrissette - Jagged Little Pill
Maverick 45901 (promo CD)-P

CLOSER TO FREE 39 44
Bodeans - Joe Dirt Car
Slash/Reprise (comp 272)-P

FOLLOW YOU DOWN N s2
Gin Blossoms - Congratulations, I'm Sorry
A&M 314 540 47-Q

NOBODY KNOWS 41 38
The Tony Rich Project - Words
La Face 26022 (promo CD)-N

DREAMER'S DREAM
Tom Cochrane - Ragged Ass Road
EMI 7243 8 32951-F

EVERYTHING FALLS APART
Dog's Eye View - Happy Nowhere
Columbia 66882-H

A LIST OF THINGS
Damhnait Doyle - Shadows Wake Me
Latitude 50422 (promo CD)-F

LUCKY LOVE
Ace Of Base - The Bridge
Avrista 18806-N

YOU LEARN
Alanis Morrissette - Jagged Little Pill
Maverick 45901-P

DARLING PRETTY
Mark Knopfler - Golden Heart
Mercury 314 514 732 (comp 447)-Q

35 Al

36 S

37 Y

AR 38 28

ey

GIN PALACE 32
Barney Bentall - Gin Palace
Columbia 80224 (promo CD)-H

BIRMINGHAM an 50

Amanda Marshall - Amanda Marshall
Epic §9229 (promo CD}-H

El «
[ 51 [

.

VA
QOaisis - (What's The Story) Morning Glory?
Epic 67351 (promo CD)-H

MAKE IT UP AS YOU GO
Hemingway Comer - Under The Big Sky
Epic 80218 (comp 47)-H

BIG ME
Foo Fighters - Foo Fighters
Roswell 724 383 4027 (promo CD)-F

LET YOUR SOUL BE YOUR PILOT
Sting - Mercury Falling
A&M 31454 0483 (promo CD)-Q

SHOE BOX
Bare Naked Ladies - Shoe Box E.P.
Reprise 46183-P

DON'T WANNA LOSE YOU
Lionel Richie - Louder Than Words
Mercury (comp 447-Q

A COMMON DISASTER
Cowboy Junkies - Lay It Down
Geffen 24952 (comp 3)-J
SOME BRIDGES
Jackson Browne - Looking East
Elekira 61867-P
ONLY LOVE (The Ballad of...)
Sophie B. Hawkins - Whaler
Columbia 53300 (comp 46)-H
1979
The Smashing Pumpkins - Mellon Collie and...
Virgin 40861 (comp 7)-F
THIS IS THE STUFF
Carolyn Arends - | Can Hear You
Reunion 83737 (comp 1)-N
RIGHT HAND MAN
Joan Osborne - Relish
Mercury 314 526 699 (comp 441)-Q
WHO DO U LOVE
Deborah Cox - Deborah Cox
Arista 18781 (promo CD)-N
REAL LOVE
The Beatles - Anthology 2
Capitol 34448 (promo CD)-F
| WANT TO COME OVER
Melissa Etheridge - Your Little Secret
Island 314 524 154-Q
INCARNATE
The Watchmen - Brand New Day
Boneyard Tunes 81009 (promo CD)-J
WONDER
Natalie Merchant - Tigerlily
Elekira 61745 (promo CD)-P
THE ONLY THING THAT LOOKS... ’
Bryan Adams - 18 Til | Die M
A&M 314 540 551 (promo CD)-Q \P|

54 60

BIG BANG BABY 68 36

Stone Temple Pilots - Tiny Music... Songs From
Atlantic 82871 (comp 281)-P

CHAINS
Tina Arena - Don't Ask
Epic 67458 (comp 48)-H
IN THE MEANTIME 70 35
Spacehog - Resident Alien
Sire 61834 (comp 271)-P

WONDERWALL 71 62
QOasis - (What's The Story) Morning Glory
Epic 67351 (promo CD)-H

HIGH & DRY
Radiohead - The Bends
EMI 29626-F

STARBIRD ROAD
Megan Metcalfe - Megan Metcalfe
EMI 36900 (promo CD)-F

REAL STUFF
Colin James - Bad Habits
WEA 10614 (comp 276)-P
SITTIN' UP IN MY ROOM
Brandy - Brandy
Atlantic 82610-P
SLEEPY MAGGIE
Ashley Maclsaac - Hi, How Are You Today?
A&M 79602 2001-Q

SANTA MONICA (Waich The World Die) 94
Everclear - Sparkle & Fade
Capitol 30929 (comp 28)-F

HEROINE
Wild Strawberries - Heroine
Nettwerk 3099-F

SALVATION
The Cranberries - To The Faithful Departed
Island 314 524 234-Q

THE RIGHT TIME
The Corrs - Forgiven, Not Forgotten
Lava 143 (comp 277)-P

I CRY
Bass Is Base - Memories of the Soulshack...
A&M 31454 0398-Q
COUNT ON ME
Whitney Houston - Waiting To Exhale O.S.T.
Arista 18796 (comp 2)-N
GIVE ME ONE REASON
Tracy Chapman - New Beginning
Elektra (comp 280)-P
HUMANS BEING
Van Halen - Twister O.S.T.
Warner Bros. 46254-P

CAN'T GET YOU OFF OF MY MIND

Lenny Kravitz - Circus
Virgin 7243 8 40696-F

FASTLOVE
George Michael - Older
Dreamworks (promo CD)-P

THE MOUNTAINS WIN AGAIN
Blues Traveller - Four
A&M (comp 2)-Q
CAN | GET CLOSE
Gavin Hope - No album
Quadlity (promo CD)-Quality
VOICE OF EUJENA
Brother Cane - Seeds
Virgin 40564 (comp 7)-F
FALL FROM GRACE
Amanda Marshall - Amanda Marshall
Epic 80229 (promo CD)-H
LOVE YOU ALL
54.40 - Trusted By Millions
Columbia 80231(comp 49)-H
WORK IT OUT
Def Leppard - Slang
Mercury 314 532 486 (promo CD)-Q
PEACHES
Presidents of the United States of America - $/T
Columbia 67291 (promo CD)-H

ROCK & ROLL ALL NITE
KISS - Unplugged
Mercury 314 528 950 (comp 452)-Q
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE
A. Clayton & L. Mullen - Mission: Impossible
Mother/Island (promo CD)-Q

THE LONG WAY HOME

Rawlin's Cross - Leaving River
Ground Swell 13666 (promo CD)-P
| SHOULD KNOW
The Pursuit of Happiness - Where's The Bone
Iron Music 51003 (promo CD)-N
YOU STILL TOUCH ME
Sting - Mercury Falling
A&M 314 540 483 (comp 4)-Q

80 84

74

85

83 59

84 87

85 56

BA

S s

98 68

KILLING ME SOFTLY 99
The Fugees - The Score
Columbia 67147 (promo CD)-H
BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE 100 80

Bonnie Raitft - Rock Steady
Capitol 33705-F

19

29

. MERCY TO GO

- TOO MUCH

OH VIRGINIA

Blessid Union Of Souls - Home
EMI 31836 (comp 4)-F

FLOOD
Jars Of Clay - Jars Of Clay
Brentwood Music 41580 (comp 2)-N
DONT CRY
Seal - Seal
WEA (comp 270)-P
ANOTHER CUP OF COFFEE
Mike & The Mechanics - Beggar On A Beach...
Atlantic (comp 281)-P

QOdds - Good Weird Feeling
WEA (comp 280)-P
JESUS TO A CHILD
George Michael - Older
Dreamworks (promo CD)-P
MISSING
Everything But The Girl - Amplified Heart
WEA (comp 269)-P
YOU NEVER DONE IT LIKE THAT
Carol Medina - Secret Fantasy ﬁ]h
Quality 2058-Quality \r %
SISTER
Nixons - Foma
MCA 11209 (comp 2)-J
ANGELINE IS COMING HOME
Badlees - River Songs
Atlas 314 529 266 (comp 452)-Q
THESE ARE THE DAYS
Soul Atforneys - Soul Attorneys
Epic 80234 (promo CD)-H
LOVE DON'T LIVE HERE ANYMORE
Madonna - Something To Remember
Maverick 46100 (comp 282)-P

.

SHAMAYA an
ELI\JASFQZS\%EJFkork - This Child T
ROMANCE FLATS

She Stole My Beer - Mule
Socan 6148 (comp 1)-J
| HATE MY GENERATION
Cracker - The Golden age
Virgin 41498 (comp 12)-F
ONE OF US
Joan Osborne - Relish
Mercury 314 526 699 (promo CD)-Q
RED
Elton John - Made In England
Mercury 314 526 185-Q
SO FAR AWAY
Rod Stewart - Tapestry Revisited: A Tribute...
Lava/Atlantic (comp 269)-P

| WHERE THE RIVER FLOWS

Collective Soul - Collective Soul
Atlantic 82743 (comp 279)-P
ONE MORE ASTRONAUT
| Mother Earth - Scenery & Fish
Capitol 32919 (promo CD)-F

- THE EARTH, THE SUN, THE RAIN

Color Me Badd - Now And Forever
Giant 24622 (comp 282)-P
FAST AS | CAN
Great Big Sea - Up
WEA (comp 279)-P
REACH
Gloria Estefan - Destiny
Epic 67283 (comp 49)-H
ONE SWEET DAY
Mariah Carey w/ Boyz Il Men - Daydream
Columbia 66700 (promo CD)-H

Dave Matthews Band - Crash
RCA 66904 (promo CD)-N

DAY JOB

Gin Blossoms - Congratulations, I'm Sorry
A&M 314 540 470 (comp 4-Q
SCARY KISSES
Voice Of The Beehive - Sex & Misery
East West 0630 11004 (comp 284)-P
BURN FOR YOU
Junkhouse - Birthday Boy
Epic 80228 (promo CD)-H
PLEASE
Elton John - Made In England
Mercury 314 526 185 (comp 441)-Q
PRETTY NOOSE
Soundgarden - Down On The Upside
A&M 314 540 526 (promo CD)-Q
THE WORLD | KNOW
Collective Soul - Collective Soul
Atlantic 82743-P
| DON'T WANT TO THINK ABOUT IT
Wild Strawberries - Heroine
Nettwerk 3099 (comp 12)-F
BROTHER
Toad the Wet Sprocket - In Light Syrup
Columbia 67394 (promo CD)-H
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Rave Against The Machine:

An Interview With Pirate Records’ Chris Sheppard

by Rod Gudino

When dance music began to change around
the turn of the decade, there were some people who
were able to see where it was going. The few who
did, like Chris Sheppard, ended up becoming part
of one of the most stimulating and exciting
mutations modern music has seen in a long while.
Sadly, the movement has been sorely overlooked
in Canada, even though rave, techno and other
forms of modern electronic dance would find a
creative fountainhead across the country.

Having made a name for himself as a DJ with
an edge at Toronto’s CFNY, Sheppard soon left the
station for the greener dance pastures of Energy
108 which experienced a revival under his and
fellow DJ Scott Turner’s tutelage. “Musically I was
going more in a dance direction,” says Sheppard
of that period, “I saw alternative becoming this
commercial kind of thing and I just got out of it
while I was on top.” His assessment, from a purist’s
perspective, turned out to be correct, and it was
this purism that would lead him into the then
undiscovered country of techno and rave.

Disappointed by lackadaisical label interest,
Sheppard formed Pirate Records, a Toronto Dance
& Pop label co-founded with entertainment lawyer
William J. Genereux and former Quality Music

A&R Director Markus Klinke. Together they put
out their Techno Trip compilation series whose
overwhelming success would surprise even them
(Techno Trip’s Volumes 1-5 combined sales are
over 200 000 units and Pirate Radio Sessions
Volumes 1-3 are reaching combined sales of 350
000 units).

When a disproportionately low interest at the
major label level persisted, Sheppard took matters
into his own hands again, this time teaming up with
ambient recording artist Hennie Bekker and
producer Greg Kavanagh to form BKS. The
Bekker-Kavanagh-Sheppard triumvirate
concentrated its energies on bringing dance music
to concert halls and stadiums and has experienced
a steady growth over the past three years.

Currently Sheppard is an unrelenting
whirlwind of activity unto himself, packing club
dates, radio broadcasts, rave performances, B.K.S.
tours and releases and more compilation albums.
His top rated four hour syndicated radio show
running each week across the country on all major
CHR stations and reaching seven major markets
in Canada each week has linked dance communities
across the nation and given an unprecedented
strength and unity to the movement. RPM spoke
to Sheppard on Friday May 10, 1996.

Can you tell me why Marcus [Klinke's]
departure from Pirate came about?
Initially Marcus came over [to Canada] to learn
English believe it or not. He didn’t really speak a
word of English when he arrived and he’s done
incredibly well. But the entire time he was here,
he’s been a German living in Canada. I think he
came from a very nice family and he misses his
family and I think that was part of it. Marcus’ role
with us was for handling international repertoire
and I think he’s a better asset for us in Germany to
be honest with you. So I was kind of enthused by
it as well.

So he will still be with you in an informal
capacity perhaps?

Oh yeah. What happens is that I pretty much deal
with domestic licensing and Marcus does
international licensing so it’s better if he’s right
there to see it coming first, instead of waiting for
something to be on the charts or something, and
then going after it. He could probably create an
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atmosphere that he’s created here with feeling out
DJs and stuff and watching things break in the clubs
and then we’ll have a better option and we’ll be a
little quicker.

Will he still be involved in the creative end
of things?

Well yeah, I mean we have to play it out and see
exactly how it’s going to work. I mean, we’re
testing new waters here, but I’m hoping that it will
still continue that way.

PV

What are the interests for Pirate Records for
the future in terms of dance music?

We’re not going the urban way, more underground
and back to the streets.

Trip hop stuff?

Yeah, some trip hop elements will be involved in it.
It’s so hard to categorize dance music because there
is a new title every hour, I mean, we invent titles as
we go along! [laughter]. It’s hard to categorise
anything in dance music it’s just music and it’s a
feeling. But I think the approach we’re taking is a
more back to the streets approach and just being
involved in the way we started things out. I mean,
we were off to a great start with Pirate Records and
it was a bit of a surprise to us that our first two
releases went platinum. And we’ll try to continue
with that success but the whole thing is just that this
is alot of fun for me, you know? I just want to believe
in the music and the feeling and what it’s all about
and I don’t want to get off course of trying to outsell
my previous expeditions. We’ll just try and go along
with an honest face in music and get back more to
the street and not underestimate the intelligence of
the audience.

Could you give me a sampling?

With the next project, we’ve got Sounds In The
City coming out. It’s an adventurous CD ROM.
It comes with a double album and then the third
album is a CD ROM. The music is so adventurous
and the CD ROM is probably the first CD ROM
that deals with club culture and club lifestyle. It
has a virtual DJ there where you have these two
turntables and a mixer on your screen and you
use your mouse and kind of play the records back
and forth so you can try and outmix the CD. And
it goes into other things: tips on how to be a DJ
(Rule #1 make sure you always get paid after you
gig there’s some dodgy promoters out there); it
shows how to back spin and scratch and things
like that through small video clips. It expresses
the after hours culture; what’s going on in the

RAVE continued on page 19
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Young Country Y105, which is in the Ottawa
Valley region, is holding its annual new talent
search. Contestants must be 19 years of age or
older, and live within the Y105 listening area. Solo
contestants may submit two country songs on audio
cassette (one uptempo, one ballad), with the
deadline at 5 pm on Friday, May 24. Finalists will
be determined by a panel of judges and announced
on the station on June 7. The winner will receive a
professional recording session which will be
distributed to country radio stations across the
country. Past winners include Gail Gavan, Nancy
Denault and Charlie Major.

Shawn Smith will be responsible for the co-
ordination, syndication and operation of Rogers
Broadcasting’s nationally syndicated radio show,
Rhona...Sex, Lies, Love And Relationships. Smith
assumed the marketing director duties at KISS-FM
and CKWX News 1130 on May 1, following a
recent stint with SRN Vancouver, where he helped
in the ownership transfer to the Pelmorex Radio
Network. The appointment coincides with the
launch of Rhona on both coasts. The show debuted
on 96.5 SUN FM in Halifax on April 24, and
premiered on CIOC - The Ocean 98.5 FM on May
5. Smith’s appointment was announced by Chuck
McCoy, VP and GM of Vancouver’s KISS-FM and
CKWX News1130.

Sarnia’s country outlet, CKTY, is now on
the world wide web. The web site is accessible at
http://www.sarnia.com/ckty

You can also E-mail the station at
CKTY@sarnia.com, or you can E-mail program
director Mark Cartland directly at
cartland@sarnia.com

Barry Bowman, the long-time host of the CFAX
1070 breakfast show has been voted Victoria’s
Favourite Radio Personality by the readers of TV
Week Magazine. The magazine polled readers over
a four-week period to select the favourite radio and
TV personalities in the Victoria and Vancouver
markets. Bowman has been one of the most popular
Victoria’s area radio personalities for the last 20
years.

RADIO

The River (CIDR-FM) in Windsor has released
a compilation CD entitled Hope In Hockeytown,
in conjunction with the Detroit Red Wings’ drive
to the Stanley Cup. The CD features a pair of
Canadian artists - Barenaked Ladies and The Odds
- along with artists such as Jackson Browne, The
Subdudes, Natalie Merchant, Edwin McCain and
Once Blue. The band’s all donated their services
to the album, released by Detroit’s Number Five
Music. Sales of the CD will be promoted on The
River and during Red Wings’ games. Net proceeds
will go to Big Brothers/Sisters of metro Detroit.
The CD is available for US $12.99 by calling 1-
800-WINGS-25.

Bass Is Base and Burton Cummings
headline show #1 of the second annual MIX 96
Montreal Kids’ Fund Summer Concert Series,
which takes place Saturday, May 18 at Bourbon
Street North at 9 pm. Tickets for the show are
$19.96 and are available at all Admission outlets.
To save the service charge, concert goers can also
get their ducats at Bourbon Street North and the
Hard Rock Cafe. The MIX 96 Kids’ Fund raises
money to purchase desparately needed surgical
equipment for the Montreal Children’s Hospital and
Hopital Ste-Justine.

CFOX Vancouver’s $10,000 Scavenger Hunt
was a stellar success, with close to 300 teams and
700 listeners taking part. For the past six weeks,
FOX listeners have been listening for the item of
the day, and compiling every item, from bottles of
Metamucil to a hollow jelly donut. The station
would award $999.30 to listeners who correctly
identified all five scavenger items of that week.
On April 27, the teams gathered at the Commodore
Ballroom for the final Scavenger Hunt round-up.
A total of 20 teams correctly collected all 30 items.
All the winners were put into a randow draw, and
the team of Yvonne Hardwicke, Jeremiahs Santa
Cruz, Kelly Bryans and Scott Carver won the grand
prize of $10,000.

Staying with CFOX, the station helped feed
the homeless in Vancouver recently. The station
paid a visit to the Union Gospel Mission on
Cordova Street on Vancouver’s lower east side,
delivering 300 hundred sub sandwiches to the
Mission which serves an average of 90 people a
night.

Windsor’s 89X landed on the shortlist of the
annual Clio Awards, recognizing excellence in
advertising. 89X Test, a 15-second image spot,
ended up as a finalist in a pair of categories: best
short TV spot in media promotions, and best TV
spot with a low budget (less than $20,000). The
15-second spot was aired in Detroit in September,
1995, airing alongside shows such as Friends,
Melrose Place, Beverly Hills 90210, as well as on
MTV. The spot featured a laboratory setting, with
a scientist and mice, to demonstrate the addictive
nature of 89X’s modern rock programming. The
spot was selected as a finalist over more than 1,000
international entries.

The Ontario Regional Council of the
Canadian Broadcast Standards Council has
appointed media consultant and cultural activist
Meg Hogarth as its newest member. Hogarth was
previously the executive director of MediaWatch,
the national organization monitoring the portrayal
of women and girls in the media. In that capacity,
she was selected as the Canadian NGO delegate
responsible for media issues at the United Nations
Fourth World Conference on Women in Bejing. She
is also a past president of ACTRA (Alliance of
Canadian Cinema, Television and Radio Artists),
and has served on the board of TVOntario since
1991. As well, Al MacKay has been named chair
of the Ontario Regional Council. MacKay is a 25-
year veteran of the industry, and former VP and
station manager of Ottawa’s CJOH-TV. Robert
Standbury has been named vice-chair of the Ontario
council. Stanbury is a former MP and minister of
communications. Cantel public relations manager
Taanta Gupta is the other public member of the

RADIO continued on page 13
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oThe Conference, June 14 & 15:
Featuring panels, mentor
sessions, celebrity interviews, an
industry trade show and endless
opportunities to make new
contacts. Designed for both the
working musician and the
industry professional, NXNE 96
will educate, inspire and

® entertain registrants.

The Festival, June 13-15: An
exciting three-day musical

marathon showcasing over 300
artists from Canada, USA and
overseas.

Register Early! for a low-price full
pass to both the conference and

the music festival ONLY $200
Cdn/$160 U.S. (GST included) if
postmarked by May 24, 1996.

I more information: In Eanada NXNE, 185A Danforth Ave, 2nd floor, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M4K 1N2,
(416) 469-0986 fax (416) 469-0576

In the United States: SXSW, P.0.'Box 4999, Austin,Texas, 78765 (512) 467-7979 FAX (512) 451-0754
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18 OF THE BEST SUN JAMMIN HITS!

THE BEST OF SUN JAMMIN"
Various Artists

Sony Direct-40252-H

Since the wild and wacky folks at Sony Direct
started putting together these compilations
some four or five years ago, they've become
a pretty potent revenue machine for the
mother company, with total sales for the
series topping some half a million units. What
makes the Sun Jammin’ (and don't forget
Snow Jammin') series so sellable is that it
appeals directly to that oft-forgotten 30-plus
age group that seemingly just can’t get
enough of their faves from the seventies and
eighties. Yes, make no mistake, there’s no
grunge mashing here - just a group of very
familiar ditties that are usually requisite fare
on those hot summer days lounging in the
chaise in the cool clear waters of your kid's
backyard turtle pool. This particular comp
seeks to sum up the whole affair, with a
massive 70 minutes of music jammed onto
this one disc. There’s much here you'll all be
familiar with - Hot Fun In The Summertime
(Sly & The Family Stone), My Girl (Chilliwack),
Sexual Healing (Marvin Gaye), Conga (Gloria
Estefan), Bamboleo (Gipsy Kings), Brown
Eyed Girl (Van Morrison). There's also a few
that may not be as familiar, but are certainly
apropos for this album - Vahevala (Loggins
& Messina), Club Tropicana (Wham), Try Jah
Love (Third World) and Breakin” Away
(Balance). Although this would seem to be
the end of the line for the Sun Jammin’ series,
Sony might consider keeping the series
going. Surely, there’s enough classic rock
summer songs still left in the archives to fill
another ten albums, or more. -RR

-Pop

GEORGE MICHAEL
Older
Dreamworks-50000-J
He's older, but is he wiser? That’s the
question that the millions of George Michael
fans will be seeking an answer to when they

-Pop

rush out to buy this album. Of course, by
now, we all know the story - how Michael
went solo and had a huge smash with Faith
(one of the biggest selling albums ever); how
he came back a few years later with Listen
Without Prejudice, an album many consider
artistically superior to Faith, and failed to gain
the monumental sales he achieved with the

" first effort; how he slammed Sony for not

promoting the album properly, resulting in a
lengthy and uglyl lawsuit; and how finally,
some six years after Prejudice was first
released, Michael has returned with some
new material. Judging by the advance hype
surrounding this album, you'd think we were
getting the greatest piece of music since Sgt.
Pepper. Weellll, it may not be Sgt. Pepper, in
fact, it may not even be Listen Without
Prejudice, but it’s still a very good pop
release, full of the spic-and-span polish that
is the trademark of Michael’s work. Many of
the songs are in the slow-shuffle, jazzy tinge
that dominated the Prejudice album, with
occasional departures for more upbeat
material tossed in here or there. The first
single, Jesus To A Child, was perhaps a bit
too timid to catch on at radio, but FastLove
should do much better. Other potentials are
the title track, It Doesn't Really Matter, To Be
Forgiven and Free. And if you're looking for
nasty illusions to his Sony battles (we know
you are), check out Spinning The Wheel: ‘I
will not accept this as a part of my life/l will
not live in fear of what may be and the
lessons | have learned/l would rather be
alone than watch you spinning that wheel
for me.” His simple message to his fans on
the liner notes: ‘Thank you for waiting’. No,
thank you, for being such a brilliant musician.
It's a pity to think what we missed in those
six years of waiting. -RR

SPIN DOCTORS -Pop/Rock
You've Got To Believe In Something
Epic-66996-H

From the opening ebullient riffs of the title
track, you get the sense that the band is really
trying to prove that that infectious first aloum
wasn't really a fluke afterall, that these guys
really are good, and that they really can make
more than one great record. It would be easy
to say that Two Princes was a fluke, that the
Doctors just hit upon this rip-roaring crazy

little tune that everyone wanted to dance to
and couldn't get enough of. It would be really
easy to say that after the dissapointment of
the last record. The album stumbled with the
release of Cleopatra’s Cat and never ever
recovered, and the next thing you knew we
were all hearing about the death of this great
little band that had that one great record. But
bands that can produce good pop songs
shouldn't be dissed off because they tripped
on one little pothole in the road - they
deserve a second chance, and this particular
second chance is worth checking out. It goes
beyond just a collection of capable songs -
you really get the sense that the band is
having fun here, kind of a ‘what the hell do
we care’ attitude, as if the group knows that
the fans will either welcome them back with
open arms, or let them fade into the backdrop
like so many others who’ve gone before.
Besides the title track and the first single, She
Used To Be Mine, other possibles here
include | Can't Believe You're Still With Here,
To Make Me Blue and Where Angels Fear To
Tread. -RR

TRISIED BT HILIBAS.

54.40

Trusted By Millions
Columbia 80231-H
For all of the very safe driving (to pick a dead
metaphor) that these guys do on this album,
Trusted By Millions is a great release. Even
so, we suppose that when the once vibrant
alternative market saw itself get big it might
have dreaded ever producing an album like
this. That's all trivial crap, of course and no
one is the worse (or better ) for it now except
54.40 themselves and Sony Music Canada.
The truth is, this band has fought long and
hard to be recognised as a classic act in its
own time and has finally acheived that goal -
and if they have gone for the wide open
spaces of mainstream radio, what of it? Love
You All has made a strong appearance on
alternative radio and CAR and looks like it
might have what it takes for CHR. Highlights
are found on Couldn’t Be Sorry, Desperately
Seeking Anyone and Cheer Up Peru. Trusted
By Millions won't change the face of modern
rock, but then again it doesn't strive to
(except for maybe Cry A Little, a seven
minute + track goes in the right direction).
Along succession of dependable tracks will
give it long life on the CD player, both on
radio and at home. -RG

-Rock/Alternative

BUTTHOLE SURFERS
Electriclarryland

Capitol 29842-F

It came as a pretty big shock a couple of years
ago to learn that Capitol had signed Butthole
Surfers, the ever happy uncategorizable and
consummate underground act. Their first
release under the label came just as much

-Alternative

of a surprise because of its blatant
commercial aspect and glossy production
values courtesy of Led Zep's John Paul
Jones. Sure, Independent Worm Saloon had
the staple stream-of-barely-conscious lyrics
and a few grotesque twists but nothing like
the cacaphonic iconoclasm of their previous
albums. On the newest chapter of their
history, Butthole Surfers have revealed that
those pre-Worm Saloon Days are gone,
though curiously, not for complacency but
for a type of newborn expertise. This is what
makes Electriclarryland an excellect release:
the fucked upness (for lack of a better term)
that this band so zealously pursued in the
past has evolved to a type of specialised
musical language. The emphasis in the

transition is on the word musical by the way
(a concept with which the Buttholes only
toyed with in the past). The fans will
recognise vestiges of the old in Birds, Ulcer
Breakout and Let’s Talk About Cars, but will
be surprised by TV Star, My Brother’s Wife
and especially Pepper which has entered
strong at radio. It remains to be seen whether
their live show, a carnival of the bizarre and
the grotesque, will undergo a similar
conversion. -RG

WIL VELOZ
Mundo Latino
QCD 2135-Quality
The folks at Quality Music are pretty excited
over their newest latin dance icon (originally
from Cuba) who was discovered a mere year
ago in Montreal. You'll remember Veloz made
a big impact with last year’s Macarena (with
Los Del Mar) a track with a great charting

-Latin Dance

ALBUM PICK

DEF LEPPARD
Slang
Mercury-314 532 486-Q

big-hair crowd to swoon over in
roadhouse bars. But the best bands know
that too much of a good thing is, well, too
much. So the Leppard boys have
endeavoured to make a bit of a departure.
They eschewed the usual monstrous
studio for a simple 32-track hack studio
in a house in Marbella, Spain, where the
band spent a year writing and recording.
And perhaps more importantly, the
ominous presence of Mutt Lange and his
signature sound are gone, replaced by the
more up-dated (dare we say it, grunge-
like) sound of Pete Woodroffe. The first
single, Work It Out, gives you the first clue
that this isn"t Pour Some Sugar On Me.

A couple of hundred years from now, when the honest purveyors of music (the
ones who can actually play instruments) have been paved over by the techno-dance
automatons (they're already starting to take over), people will look back upon this
frenetic little metal band from Sheffield, England as one of the more influential and
successful rock acts of their generation. Throughout the band’s somewhat chaotic
history (complete with drummer Rick Allen losing his arm in a car crash, and guitarist
Steve Clark dying from a booze/painkiller mix), they’ve managed to perfect, if that’s
the right word, the metal for the masses. This isn't the down and dirty nasty stuff of
Black Sabbath, Motorhead or Metallica. Def Leppard took the loud, loud soul of
metal and pasted it onto the spirit of rock and roll. Every song had a good hook,
every song had a capable guitar solo, and every album had a bruising ballad for the

And when you dip in further, to the eastern-tinged Turn To Dust, to the soul-like
Breathe A Sigh, to the acoustic ballad Where Does Love Go When It Dies, you get
the sense that the band is trying, really trying, to stretch its own envelope a bit. And
you have to give them great credit for that.

-Rock

-RR
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run that placed it at #10 on RPM'’s Top 50
Dance Tracks of 1995. The latin repertoire
covered in Veloz' debut solo album is
carefully chosen for its current popularity
status; Juan Gabriel’s Debo Hacerlo, A
Mover La Colita, Yo No Camino Mas and a
remix of Macarena. The traditional stuff
(Guantanamera, La Bamba) might have the
purists crying foul play but for Veloz’
awesome vocal delivery which is certainly
capable of assuaging the tide of disapproval.
There is no new ground here, but Veloz’ track
record for durability in the ever turning tides
of dance fads is a rare achievement in itself.
A colourful live act, high production values
and a huge push from Quality will propel the
new star into the very heart of Canada’s latin
club world with the strength of Cupid’s
arrow. -RG

TRANSMISSIONS FROM -Techno
PLANET DOG

Various Artists

Mammoth 0113-J

Over 140 minutes of music from UK’s
premiere Ambient/Techno label featuring
four of its staples Eat Static, Banco De Gaia,
Timeshard and Children Of The Bong (the
equivalent of one vynil side each). Having
produced England’s longest running and
most highly praised club/live event
collective, Planet Dog have been as much
on the originating as on the transmitting end
of this music and this exceptional collection
demonstrates the fact. Despite or because
of its mysitical cyber-psychedelic roots, there
is a lot of movement throughout, making this
a lush sample of the different moods and
styles capable of the phenomenon. The live
backbone of the music comes across
strongest and an apt thing considering
techno’s raison d’etre. A great sampling of
classic and what will soon be classic and an
excellent way to get acquainted with the
form. -RG

LEGION OF GREEN MEN
Spatial Specific

Plus 8/Virgin 37847-F

It's about time someone finally picked up on
what has been happening in the Windsor and
London area. Virgin Music Canada have
swept up what has been referred to as
Canada’s best kept secret by signing a deal
with Plus 8 Records that will see new releases
from progressive electronic music artists and
compilations in North America. Thefirstina
long line of releases is Legion Of Green Men,
a group with a thousand faces (Incarnate,
Empirical Sleeping Consort, Alkahest, Zeuxis
& The Painted Grapes, Electrostatic Cat)
whose debut manages to remain innovative
despite the heavy saturation. To wit, though

-Techno

the style is traditionally thematically devoid
with the main appeal reserved for DJs who
employ it for dance purposes, Spatial
Specific try to provide some thematic
undergirding via a quasi spiritual angle.
Mystical references abound and make a
case for altered states of consciousness
based more on technique and modern
technology as opposed to drugs, which
legitimises the proceedings for those
pursuing a more philosophical
understanding. A strong release that
captures the stronger ideas in techno from

a pair who have been stewing over the pots
awhile. Check out what all the excitement is
about. -RG

ULTRA SONIC MIX Vol.1 - Techno

16 Top Tracks Continuously Mixed By Bliss
MK-Ultra Records 0003-Framed Recordings
Inc.

Here’s some stuff from home or stuff mixed
at home at any rate. Ultra Sonic Mix comes
courtesy of Bliss, a rising DJ on the Canadian
rave scene who has taken a slice of new
electronic music concentrated around
Toronto, Detroit, Chicago and Minneapolis
and applied skill and style to the turntable
(all vinyl). We get to hear his handy work on
material from Alkahest, Dirty House Crew,
DJ Hyperactive and Astrocat among others.
The word ‘continuous’ in the title is not
arbitrary as monotony plays like a heartbeat
on these endless locked groove tracks, over

which Bliss makes Kreftwerky computer
bleeps of Gustav Schumann’s Deltar, adds
flavour to Symplx’ Tweak Tweak Tweak and
generally capitalizes on the techno beats that
dominate the selection. Clearly this is an
album whose strengths are on the floor. With
this kind of stuff in the air there is little doubt
in our minds that this scene is happening in
a big way domestically, and that Canada
might very well be the herald of
progressively bolder movements within

techno. -RG
PLANET DUB -Techno
Various Artists

Attic 136-J

Planet Dub contains the best of the Planet
Dog bunch; a two CD package containing
two solid hours of dub remixes from such
established acts as The Power Steppers,
Astralasia, Rootsman and Eat Static to newer
groups like Strangebrew, Hempolics and The
Disciples. Compilers Michael Dog and
Matthew Denny have chosen a wide
repertoire (from the trippy 100th Monkey,
funky Silicon Drum and the silvery radiance
of The Outsider Meets Jah Works) to
highlight the plastic nature of this music
through remixes. And the extreme

malleability inherent in these sounds is
demonstrated again and again as the
nuances are exploited and explored at the
mixing board. The scope of it does not go
unapreciated, and a blend of electronic dub,
house, high speed techno and other forms
bring a lot of external voices to these dreamy
works. There is a a lot for everyone here;
sounds with which to elicit ganga oblivion in
a neon glare or just a cool vibe with which to
do the housework. A strong message throbs
throughout this compilation. -RG

RENEE ROSNES -Jazz
Ancestors

EMI/Bluenote-34634-F

We were disappointed to miss the
appearance by Miss Rosnes last March at
Toronto’s Glenn Gould Centre. Now, after
listening to her on Ancestors, we're not so
sure. Oh, she’s an excellent jazz pianist - that
almost goes without saying - but one isn't
bowled over by her compositions. Upa
Neghuinho is frenetic, Sounds Around The
House is a slow violet, Intuition is repetitive
riffing, The Ache Of The Absence is
indecisive...we could go on, but the point s,
there’s no evident focus to her work. Now,
that could mean that she’s versatile or it
could mean that she hasn't a handle on her
intent. Each listener must make his or her
own determination. She isn't helped much
either by the musicians along for the ride.
They seem to have eschewed discipline for
the dubious delights of high flying. Best cut?
We plump for the album title even though
the Latin beat seems at odds with it. -BW

NIGEL NORTH -Classical
Bach On The Lute Volume Ill

Honest Linn-5049

The suites of J.S. Bach for cello are a sublime
listening experience. Transcribed for the lute
however, the experience becomes one of
appreciation for the transcriber and
performer rather than pure pleasure, unless,
of course, one likes the lute. We may be bold
enough to suggest that it ranks low on the
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register of instrumental affection and so, this
album might not be everyone’s beaker of
Darjeeling. Here, Mr. North plays the suites
BWV 1007, 1008 and 1010 (what a pity that
radio station CFRB/1010 in Toronto no longer
plays classical music!) and plays them with
immeasurable skill and dexterity. The degree
of artistry must be measured by individual
listeners. Lute purists are advised that the
instrument played is a 13-course lute made
by Thomas Nietzert of London in 1986 after
the original of Leopold Widhalm of
Nuremberg, circa 1730. -BW

SATALLITES
Now And Forever
STL-005

The Sattalites are undoubtedly one of the
quietest success stories in Canadian music
over the past decade. Purveying their own
unique, modest reggae sound, the six-
member band has culled a strong and loyal
fan base both here in their own country and
in the northern US states. After winning the
Juno last March for best reggae recording,
the 14-year veterans were the showcase
performers at the Canadian Reggae Music
Awards, where they also received two
nominations. The group was also invited to
perform at the Reggae On The River festival
in Redway, California, one of the bigger
events on the reggae calendar each year. If
you don’t know the band to see them, you
most certainly have heard some of their
poppish reggae songs - It's Too Late, Gimme
Some Kinda Sign, Easier Said Than Done.
Well, this fifth album from the group offers
you the chance to fully experience what
good pop reggae really is, Canadian style.
The songs on this album range across the
spectrum of the reggae genre, from the laid-
back style of First Cut Is The Deepest, to the
dancehall style of Rain, to the more
politically-charged tones of Peace Talk and
Captain Of My Own Ship. Other highlights
are the Juno-nominated Too Late To Turn
Back Now, Easier Said Than Done and Two
(Can Make A Dream Come True). The
Sattalites were the first Canadian band to
ever be invited to Reggae Sunsplash in
Jamaica, which is all that needs to be said
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