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ROB LIDDELL'S
PIANO & ORCHESITRA

SWAN SONG, the perfect follow-up to Hagood Hardy’s THE HOMECOMING.

SWAN SONG, it’s so beautiful it will make you cry.

SWAN SONG, MOR crossing over TOP 40, lighting up switchboards across the
country.

SWAN SONG Rob Liddell’s Piano & Orchestra, BER 1007A.

HERANDOL

BERANDOL RECORDS 11 St. Joseph St., Toronto M4Y 1J8 (416) 924-8121




Deja Vu rejects ‘Super Group' label

Skip Prokop does not believe in hype.
He’d rather let a band earn a reputation
than have one thrust upon it.

Yet the former Lighthouse drummer has
un into just such a problem in leading
Capitol recording group Deja Vu through a

4fg§

RusH ;our, live LP set

Polydor’s gold recording artists Rush
will be playing Toronto’s Massey Hall in an
unusual three night stand next month. The
June 11-12-13 dates will be taped for a live
LP set, to be released in the fall, Polydor’s
Lori Bruner told RPM.

Following the Toronto dates, Rush will
play Welland (June 17), Oshawa (18), then
move West to Winnipeg (July S5), Brandon
(6), Regina (7), Saskatoon (8), Edmonton
(9), and Lethbridge (11). Tentative Calgary
dates are July 10 and 12.

Max Webster, recently signed to SRO’s
Taurus label, will open the Toronto, Wel-
land and Oshawa dates.

The western bill will be shared with
GRT’s Ian Thomas, currently climbing. the
RPM 100 with his single Liars. The Legend
group, Trooper will join the western tour.

Toronto’s Max Webster group, openers for the Ontario tour of Rush, seen here with

Caﬁifol’_s Marck Morell (r) with Deja Vu's Paul Gordon (1) and Terry Wilkins.

10 day debut tour of Canada as a warm-
up act for Joe Cocker.

Promotion material billed Deja Vu as the
next ‘Super Group’ in spite of the fact they
were on their first major tour and had just re-
leased their debut LP, A Song For Everyone.

Yorke to PR
Van Morrison

Rock music author and journalist,
Ritchie Yorke, has been appointed publicity
representative for WB recording artist Van
Morrison, the Belfast-born singer/songwriter.

The subject of intense cult following,
Van Morrison has recorded seven highly-
acclaimed albums for Warner Brothers since
signing with the label in 1968.

Ritchie Yorke has been associated with
Van Morrison since 1973 when he began to
write a biography of the singer titled Into
The Music - The Van Morrison Biography,
the book was published by Charisma Books
in Britain in the Fall of 1975.

Yorke is also the author of The Led

Zeppelin Biography, a current best-seller in

i
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CHUM-FM'’s Rick Ringer who interviewed the Taurus group.

by Keith Sharp

“I know why those things are said, pro-
motion wise, but there are other ways to
say it. Anyone from Capitol reading this will
be upset with me, and I apologize, but that
one statement has really made the guys
very uptight, right across the country.

“We’ve run into this problem in every
single city with people from the press.
They’ve asked us what we’ve done to be
called ‘the next super group’. I've had to
say, ‘Hey, we didn’t say that.

“It’s been the same at the concerts.
People hear that supergroup tag and say
‘Oh Yeah , well do something to blow my
mind.” I'd rather people go to the concert
with a friendly anticipation about the band
and be prepared to be pleasantly surprised.”

Despite the hype and the lack of familiar
material, band members Paul Gordon, Bob
Bonnell, Cal Dodd. John Pimm, Wally Cam-
eron, John Sheard and Terry Wilkins have
responded well to the less-than-ideal condi-
tions of their initial road venture.

Prokop, the band’s producer, reports
positive audience reaction, ‘“with a few en-
cores here and there.”

Prokop told this reporter: “There was an
astounding improvement every night. They
(the group) earned plenty of reaction from
audiences which was an achievement be-
cause they went on tour ahead of the al-
bum, which wasn’t planned. In many cases,
people had no idea who the hell they
were.”

(Keith Sharp is a freelance writer reporting
to RPM from his Calgary base.)

Japan and North America.

In a press statement on his involvement
with Van Morrison in the publicity area,
Yorke said: “It’s no secret that Van has
been subjected to an immense amount of
media conjecture and speculation, especially
over the last year while Van has been main-
taining a fairly low profile. In the course of
the recent months, Van has developed a new
perspective on his career. He’s moving back
to Britain for a while to get back to his
roots and I'm sure this will be the catalyst
for a burst of new creative energy.”

Yorke will also handle media-related in-
quiries on Morrison’s career and broa
publicity liason. :

Album Reviews. . . ...... 10, 11
CoverStory . .......... 12, 13
Country Week . .. ......... 15
Country Playlist . . ......... 19
Programmers ............. 21
RPM Top 100. ......... 23,24
MOR Playlist . . . . ... e 27
RPM Top 100 Albums . . . . 29, 30
Classified s 31
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Goodrich to produce more vinyl in Canada -

B.F. Goodrich (Canada) will soon be the
first firm in Canada to produce the quality
and quantity of polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
resins and plastic record compound to meet
the needs of the record industry here.

Currently, almost all of the more than
$4 million worth of compound used in
Canadian pressing plants is imported from
the U.S., mostly from Kaiser and Teneco.

The use of Canadian-produced compound
will save record manufacturers the 12 and
one-half per cent duty they now pay on all
imported vinyl. These duty payments now
total hundreds of thousands of dollars
annually.

Goodrich is expanding its Niagara Falls
resin plant to more than double its current
annual production of nearly 200 million
pounds.

The largest share of the increased product
will be what the industry calls suspension
resins, used for products such as house
siding, wire covers, plastic piping and rub-
ber baby pants, but expansion has already
enabled Goodrich to install compounding
equipment at its Kitchener home-plant ex-
clusively for preparing record vinyl.

Previously, a major record manufactur-

ing manager told RPM, Goodrich com-
pounded on the same machines used for

‘“...the prophets of doom, the messengers of
mediocrity, will be overwhelmed by the new genera-
tion of competent, creative, confident artisans and
by all those of preceding generations who have
already demonstrated their freshness of mind, their
talent and their capacity for inspired leadership."’

— Pierre Juneau
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preparing lower grade PVC, leaving traces
of contamination in some of the record
compound.

Hans Klopfer, recently appointed to head
Capitol’s new manufacturing plant, says he
is experimenting with PVC from a number
of suppliers and is testing the Goodrich
product quite carefully.

Martin Keyes, of Columbia’s pressing
plant, says his firm will use the Goodrich
product if it is up to the standards of the
Kaiser compound Columbia now imports.
There’s no problem with the Kaiser product,
he told RPM except the import duty.

Capitol’s plant will be in operation late
in the fall, and Klopfer is planning for

...as gov't curbs slow

In the past two years there has been
great concern, by environmentalists, labour
organizations, and occupational health
branches of governments, about the toxic
effects related to the production of poly-
vinyl chloride (PVC) and PVC products (for
example, records). !

Recent studies and subsequent govern-
ment standards, experts agree, have made
great strides to improve what had been
regarded as a dangerous condition, especially
for those employed in the manufacture and
processing of PVC.

Continued exposure to PVC bi-products
has been associated with skin, liver, vascular,
stomach and heart disturbances.

PVC is made from vinyl chloride mone-
mer (VCM) a very toxic, colourless, flamm-
able gas at normal temperatures, but usually
stored and transported in a liquic state. The
sole producer of VCM in Canada is the Dow
Chemical plant in Sarnia. Dow ships VCM
primarilly to Sarnia’s Esso Imperial Oil
plant and Niagara Falls’ B.F. Goodrich plant,
where it is used to produce PVC (poly-
merised). .

Ideally, the process of producing VCM,
and subsequently PVC, can be totally
enclosed, with no leakage at any point of
processing or transporting; that ideal is diffi-
cult to reach. But a spokesman for the
Ontario Occupational Health Protection
Branch reports progress. |

It used to be, he told RPM, that proces-
sers didn’t worry unless they could smell
the gas. But, the odor is detectable at a
relatively high level of exposure: at around
2,000 parts per million (ppm) a ratio of
VCM to other substances in the air. Four
thousand ppm has been known to cause
dizziness: higher levels, unconciousness and
even death.

Recent standards are quite strict. In
Ontario the allowable limits for VCM
contamination are: 10 ppm, measured over
an eight-hour day (a time-weighted average),
or 25 ppm measured over any 15-minute
period. The allowable levels in the U.S. are
one and five respectively.

In Germany however, no VCM emis-
sions are allowed, assuming all processing
can be done in a closed system.

There have been charges that PVC
manufacturers are shifting production to

Alan Guettel
production of 4.5 million LPs and 3 million
singles annually.

There is approximately 115 grams of
compound in a typical LP, and 36 grams in
the typical single. At current PVC prices
(39.5 cents a pound) that’s slightly more
than 10 cents worth of compound in every
LP pressed and slightly more than three
cents per single. <

Goodrich PR man Trevor Jones told
RPM from his Kitchener office that the
compound production there will soon be in
full swing: he looks forward to the time
when there literally will be 100 per cent
Canadian content in Canadian-manufactured
records.

health hazard

Canada because of laxer standards here,
but health spokesmen told RPM that in-
spections revealed, because manufacturers
here were using the same processes and
equipment as their parent firms in the U.S.,
VCM levels in processing plants here general-
ly approaching one ppm.

Still, because of the short time PVC has
been studied as a possible health hazard, its
effects are a relative mystery. It’s well
proven that exposure to VCM causes liver
cancer, but in rats studied, it was unclear
whether that alone shortened longevity.

On the other hand, researchers have
been unable to determine exactly when pos-
sible dangerous emissions from PVC pro-
ducts ceases. Anytime the PVC resin or any
of its compounds are mixed, molded, trans-
ported and even stored, they may emit
VCM.

Outside of immediate exposure to VCM,
caused by an accident or leakage, the most
dangerous contact with the substance has
been in the process of cleaning the vats in
which VCM is “polymerised” into PVC (the
process which is carried out at the B.F.
Goodrich plant in Niagara Falls). Until
recently, most of these vats were cleaned
by workers who actually entered the vat to
clean off residual product. Of the 35 known
industrial deaths in the world attributed
directly to VCM, 28 were of people who
manually cleaned the vats.

PVC resin, such as is produced at Good-
rich’s Niagara Falls plant, is useless unless it
is mixed with the other substances which
give various PVC products their particular
characteristics  (flexibility, transparency,
colour etc). RCA is the only record manu-
facturer which mixes its own compound.
Others buy from Goodrich or import from
the U.S.

The resins and the additives are mixed
to form a particular compound (record
compound is different than, say, baby-
pants compound). In the compounding
process there is danger of VCM emissions
as in the moulding (record pressing) process.

Health officials recommend efficient
ventilation and exhaust systems to protect
workers, but ultimately, all safety hazards
will not be removed until production of

VINYL continued on page 8
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NOMINATIONS

No. 1 CANADIAN RECORDING
MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR
A&M
COLUMBIA
LONDON
QUALITY
RCA

No. 1 RECORD COMPANY
IN CANADIAN PRODUCT
A&M
ATTIC
COLUMBIA
GRT
RCA

TO!

MOST AGGRESSIVE RECORD
COMPANY PROMOTION TEAM
A&RM
ATTIC
CAPITOL
POLYDOR
RCA

Inn On The Park

PERSONAL MANAGER

BRUCE ALLEN
BERNIE FINKELSTEIN
AL MAIR

LEONARD RAMBEAU
MEL SHAW

AQUARIUS
ATTIC

AXE
MUSHROOM
TRUE NORTH

MOST AGGRESSIVE CANADIAN
INDEPENDENT LABEL

..+ ADVANCE REGISTRATION $10.45 PER PERSON """ ***"

Note. After May 31st. the cost of registration will be $20.00 per person

The results of the RPM readers poll for nomina-
tions are printed below These nominees were
supplied to RPM by the Awards’ accountants and
are a tabulation of your nominations. Voting
ballots have been sent out to all RPM readers and
the final winners will be announced at the Awards’
Banquet Be sure to return your ballot before the
deadline and mark your ballot carefully. On be-
half of the nominees, thanks to everyone who
took the time to fill out the nomination forms

TOP MUSIC PUBLISHING FIRM
IN CANADIAN CONTENT
APRIL BLACKWOOD
ATTIC .
CHAPPELL
EARLY MORNING
QUALITY

BEST RECORD COMPANY
SALES TEAM

A&M

CAPITOL

COLUMBIA

POLYDOR

RCA J
MOST COOPERATIVE RADIO
RECORD LIBRARY STAFF

CFRB (6 nominees)
RGER
MOST COOPERATIVE g';gg
ARTIST OR GROUP
CKFM
APRIL WINE o
BACHMAN-TURNER OVERDRIVE
STC,IQ;’;’SERS MOST AGGRESSIVE CANADIAN
VALDY RECORDING STUDIO
EASTERN SOUND
P CANADIAN MANTA SOUND

PHASE ONE
SOUNDS INTERCHANGE
THUNDER SOUND

MOST COOPERATIVE
RECORD RETAILER
A&A RECORDS
KELLY STEREO MART
MODERN SOUND
ROUND RECORDS
SAM THE RECORD MAN

MOST AGGRESSIVE
BOOKING AGENT

*** (to be written in) ***

o s00 00 s 000 s 000

e s s s s s e 000 s a0 0

RPM MAGAZINE Di 8.35

WINN ERS TO BE 6 Brentcliffe Road T::l?(ner i .84

ANNOUNCED AT THE iatontolOntarie Gratuity 1.26

' Madigee Total $10.45

Canadlan Enclosed please find . . ............. ($10.45 per person)

. for the Canadian Music Industry Awards Banquet :
M“Slc NI ane () e = A e oot o S e oG sl fle oWl
BANQUET TG T o A o (s U oo e e S S el o ool il .
June 7, 1976 Crty e SRRt O (R A T R e
Centennial Ballroom
PostalCode . . . .............. Telephone. . . . - -« oo i v :

0000 e0c00 000000

seo0ss00s 0006000000000 c 0

e secvcsesscsss0ev s o

holle e ls s sloliollel e o} sifatie e e ttslini s tiel o terieNere ot alloelv vilofofelons 8



shot
Spots...

| QHOT CPOTR ie & music indusiry

feature. Come gpend your
promotion bucke with uel




The International cast of the Broadway
hit, A Chorus Line, will be staying in Toron-
to until July 10, four weeks longer than
originally scheduled. When the tickets for
the new dates when on sale (May 17), there
were $81,422.00 worth of tickets sold,
setting a record for Toronto’s Royal Alex-
andra Theatre. The company is set to pre-
view London’s Drury Lane Theatre July 16.

Paul McCartney & Wings gather backstage
at Toronto’s Maple Leaf Gardens to receive
platinum and gold awards from Capitol
president Arnold Gosewich. McCartney is
holding platinum for Ram and the other
framed masterpeices are (I to r) McCartney
(platinum) Wild Life (gold) Band On The
Run (platinum) Venus and Mars (platinum)
and Red Rose Speedway (gold). In the photo
are (I to r) Arnold Gosewich, Paul McCart-
ney, Linda McCartney, Joe English, Jimmy
McCulloch and Denny Laine.

(Above) Joe Owens, partner in the Toronto-
based PR firm Charles, Dunne & Owens, is
flanked by RCA’s Choice Four who were
afforded the services of CD&O on their
recent Toronto engagement.

(Left) May 7th, 1976 was Anne Murray Day
in Moose Jaw, and after the parade and the
speeches were over, Canada’s famous
‘““snowbird’” was presented with a citation
for her five year involvement as a volunteer
with the Canadian Association for the
Mentally Retarded, of which she is currently
Honourary President. Senator Buckwold is
seen making the presentation to the soon-to-
be-mother and Capitol recording star.
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VINYL continued from page 4
PVC is developed to minimize the amounts
of active VCM in the resins.

Ventilation may not be enough, recent
critics in Ontario’s opposition New Demo-
cratic Party have charged. Though it may
help the workers, it causes VCM polution
in the atmosphere, party spokesmen have
charged. Opposition leader Stephen Lewis
recently questioned the government on high
levels of VCM monitered around the Sarnia
Imperial plant.

An officer from the Ontario occupation-
al health branch told RPM that the branch
was worried about in-plant VCM levels
in record pressing plants and feels they may
have been unsafe in the past, but can find
no record of undesireable levels of VCM
since most plants recently improved vent-
ilation and other systems.

Clark to OAC art/ed post

The Ontario Arts Council has appointed
Norma Clark to administer its Creative
Artists In Schools program and receive
requests from professional groups perform-
ing in Ontario schools.

OAC executive director Louis Apple-
baum announced the appointment of
Clark, whose official title is Arts/Education
Officer. Clark has been a council touring
consultant and associated theatre officer.

(Below) Bo Donaldson & The Heywoods
recently paid a visit to Capitol’s Toronto
offices during their Friar’s engagement.
They are flanked by Karen Ball (r) and
Graham Thorpe of Capitol.

Beatles disc-surge to hit Canada too

called Rock ‘n’ Roll Music, features hard-
core cuts such as Twist and Shout, I Call
Your Name, Slow Down, Get Back and Tax-
man.

Following EMI’s great success with re-
released Beatles’ records in the U.K. (at one
time just recently, 24 of the British top 100
hits were Beatles’ oldies), Capitol Records in
the U.S. is launching a heavy Beatles push
for the month of June and the waves are ex-
pected to hit Canada as well.

Capitol-EMI Canada PR Mike Docker
told RPM that Capitol will release a special-
ly priced Beatles double album in June,
following a single release of past Beatle al-
bum cuts, Got To Get You Into My Life,
and Helter Skelter. The $11.98 (suggested
list) four-side collection of upbeat Beatles,

Dan Davis, Capitol (U.S.) ad promo VP
is quoted as saying this campaign will be
the ““largest ever developed by Capitol and
perhaps the biggest ever seen in the busi-
ness.”

Capitol in Canada has budgeted to buy
into the U.S. campaign for posters and
promo aids for a campaign which, at pre-
sent, is planned to peak in June.

Lynx, Toronto-based group, recently
signed to Quality are seen with label
execs: (I to r) Mike Swartz, George
Struth (Quality) Bob Walker, Bob
Morten (Quality) Robbie Swartz,
Steve Taylor (Taylor’s) Rick Haber-
man and Quality’s Jack Vermeer.

Foldy has new manager,
single and label(?)

Peter Foldy, who’s second Capitol-label
single Roxanne, will be released in June,
recently signed a management deal with
Music Marketing International in Los
Angeles. Foldy will be going back to Los
Angeles soon to discuss future plans includ-
ing a possible new,U.S. disc deal.

Foldy is now working on an original
film script, and last month he learned that
a jingle he wrote for Elk’s Pant Place took
third prize in the 23rd U.S. Retail Adver-
tising Conference Awards.

Garfield's first single,
Old-Time Movies

Polydor has announced Garfield’s first
single release, titled Old Time Movies. It
has already been playlisted as an album cut,
by stations such as CKOC Hamilton, CKOY
Ottawa, CHYM Kitchener, CHOM Montreal,
and CHFI-FM and CHUM-FM in Toronto,
before its official release May 17.

Polydor’s promo rep Lori Bruner reports
exceptional action on the LP, which was
shipped May 1. Strange Streets takes the
number 82 spot (with a bullet) on the RPM
LP chart this week.

New Arista eastern rep

Jean-Marie Heimrath is the new Eastern
Region rep for Arista records. Before being
appointed to his new post by Capitol promo
chief Bill Bannon, Heimrath was on the sales
staff of A&M Records. Heimrath will work
out of Capitol’s Montreal office.



l' PROMO CALLS
whd rob mearns

Apparently A&M in the U.S. have been hav-
ing a few problems convincing U.S. pro-
grammers to playlist Styx’s new single,
Light Up, due the apparent suggestiveness
of the title and lyrics. Dennis De Young,
lead singler, explained that “light up” is not
a dope reference but an address to audience
members who hold up lit matches to bring
on their idols. Similarly, the phrase from the
song, “‘one hit to get us by” simply refers to
the kind of single. Meanwhile, the station in
Texas that broke Nazareth’s Love Hurts, has
had Scottish band Gallagher & Lyle’s new
single, I Want To Stay, riding the top of the
chart for four weeks. A&M’s Doug Chappell
figures there’s some kind of line from Texas
to Scotland and is waiting for the station to
make Gallagher & Lyle as big here as Nazar-
eth. Love Hurts is now selling more copies
than Love Will Keep Us Together. Nazareth
have now released a new single, Carry Out
Feeling. The group will be going into Que-
bec’s Le Studio in Morin Heights this sum-
mer to record and they’ll commence their
tour in September.

Engelbert Humperdinck’s week long
stint at the O’Keefe in Toronto was sold out
two weeks before the show opened. The
London crew who distribute his Parrot
label, have been promoting the date heavily.

, Laurie Marshall advises that his GRT dis-
co single, All Day, All Night, is taking off in
Montreal as well as Toronto, even though
the official release date was delayed. He sold
700 singles in a week in Montreal and he’s
going to remake the song into an eight
minute 12” disco disc. He’s off to New
York to produce an album to be mixed by
Gotham’s disco king Tom Moulton.

Randy Edelman stopped by Toronto on
his way to Los Angeles from Britain, where
his 60’s hit Concrete and Clay recently hit
big on the charts. He’s been doing a lot of
composing and film scoring over the past
few years (he scored Executive Action).
GRT is running with his current album,
Fairwell Fairbanks, and Edelman helped
out with several radio interviews.

GRT has signed John Ellison and The
Soul Brothers Six. New single for Brutus is
Who Wants To Buy The Song. Shooter’s
latest single, Hard Times, will be used with
a promotion by Kodak for their new camera,
the Super Shooter. The single will also be
good promo for the band’s cross-Canada
tour. Dan Hill is still in the studio, while
Downchild’s new single, One More Chance,
should appear shortly. ABC’s Rufus and
Freddy Fender will both be releasing new
singles very soon.

A delegation of Canadian radio and
press people were flown into the wonder-
ful world of Disney (Disney World) courtesy
of T.K. Records. Purpose of the trip was to
catch K.C. & The Sunshine Band in action.
Chaperoning the Canadian contingent were
RCA’s vice-president and general manager,
Ed Preston and his promo sidekick Johnny
Murphy. More on this junket later.

Neill Dixon, a partner in the Dixon/Pro-
pas management firm, dropped by to hype
the Good Brothers’ single, That’s The Kind

Of Man I Am. The RCA single is doing very
well on the charts.’

Polydor’s western' promo, Mark Hodes,
has launched a “Steppin’ Out With Neil
Sedaka” promo with Vancouver’s CKLG.
The promo is being run in conjunction with
Sedaka’s Edmonton concert, May 31 and,
of course, to bring attention to his album,
Steppin’ Out, ten of which will be used as
prizes. Grand prize will be a trip to Ed-
monton to meet the star at a ceremony
where Hodes will present Sedaka with Gold
for his single, Bad Blood, and his albums,
Sedaka’s Back, and The Hungry Years.

Capitol’s Bill Bannon reports that their
new pressing plant will open June Ist. Bill
Amesbury’s new album guests Shawne
Jackson. Promo reps are currently working
new singles by Steve Miller, Eric Carmen
and Suzanne Stevens.

Rubber Bullet is zeroing in on promo
campaigns for two new singles, Taking It
All In Stride by Robin Moir and Mike Leh-
man’s Magic Of A Feeling. Moir is set to hit
the road with a new show. Gail Dahms has
captured a large gathering of fans on her re-
cent tour.

Wednesday, Skyline recording group dis-
tributed by Quality, are off with a new sing-
le, Doing The Best That I Can. The group’s
Last Kiss album has been re-serviced.
Quality’s Kenny Marco, formerly of
Motherlode, recently taped a single at
Sounds Interchange. . To add the sound of

“happy voices” on the session, industry
people were invited to a 1AM session and
their fees (non-union participation) were
apparently supplied by local breweries.
Daniel Gagnon has been promoted to office
manager at Quality’s Montreal office.

Rising Records has released three new
singles they are currently promoting. They
are: Everyone’s Gone To The Movies by
Rockgarden; Old Time Movies by The Lisa
Hartt Band; and Kidstuff’s Let The Games
Begin.

There’ll be a triple header concert in
Kingston May 29 with the Stampeders,
Ian Thomas and Wednesday. Don’t know
who the promoter is.

Ronnie Kartman has joined the CTI
roster. ;

Peter Allen’s new A&M single, The
More I See You, features Herb Alpert on
trumpet. Five new Horizon (A&M) albums
due this month include: Ira Sullivan’s first
solo set in" 10 years. Bruce Miller has a
western Canadian tour with extensive dates
in B.C. and plans to record a new album
this summer.. A&M will have the sound-
track of the flick, Mother Jugs & Speed, a
20th Century effort starring Bill Cosby,
Raquel Welch and Harvey Keitel. A new
Valdy LP and a Carpenters’ single are be-
ing scheduled for a June release. There are
a couple of cuts on the Carl Graves album
that are Cancon. Watch this column for the
big news.

i s

Dietér Ra&eki’s 20 years in the record industry wasn’t overlooked. Polydor’s President,
. Tim Harrold, presents the firm’s Vice-President, Sales & Marketing with a gold record,
| which was inscribed with “Dieter Radeki’s Greatest Hits".

-

,],' v MAKING
S ‘“L ; TRACKS
SOUNDWEST

The Original Caste is re-recording their gold
singles, Mr. Monday and One Tin Soldier,
for K-Tell, with Richard Harrow engineering
and Bruce Innes producing. A new single
will be released next month by Richard, a
singer/composer. The single will be titled
9 Out of 10. Two new Winnipeg acts, Boot-
leg and Nichols & Ryder, will have singles
released shortly following their studio ef-

forts. A single and an album by Larry Ford,
Happiness (Is Just A Way Of Living), will be
ready for release shortly. Other new releases
are: Alberta You’re A Lady, by Ivan Daines;
Judy Reimer’s Will The Silence Be Broken, a
Ray Griff penning; At Sunset by Leo Du-
mont; Larry Branson’s I've Gotta Be Sure;
and Tony White’s How Great It Can Be.
EASTERN

Bernie Finkelstein has just completed the
production of Murray. McLauchlan’s new
True North album. Two more just complet-
ed are albums by Stompin’ Tom Connors
and Jerry O’Kane’s first, produced by
Chuck and both to be released on the Boot

TRACKS continued on page 11
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LEADBELLY

Original Soundtrack

ABC 9022 939-T

You didn’t have to see the
movie to appreciate the early
blues used on the soundtrack.
Everyone will recognize Lead-
belly songs like Cotton Fields,
Goodnight Irene and The Mid-
night Special (popularized as
the theme from the rock show
of the same name). Vocals by
HiTide Harris, guitar by Dick
Rosmini and David Cohen;
guest performance by Sonny
Terry and Brownie McGhee.

JOE WALSH

You Can’t Argue With A
Sick Mind

ABC 9022 932-T

Ex-James Gang guitarist re-
minds us why he went solo by
bringing out a live album of
some of his best material.
Everyone’s favourite guitar
toy, Airbag Vocal Distorter, is
featured on the classic Rocky
Mountain Way. FMers might
also like Turn To Stone, and
some may be interested in
Help Me Through The Night,
a song which musically ex-
plains his association with
the Eagles.

TODD RUNDGREN

Faithful

Bearsville BR 6963-P

“The Runt’’ has recorded not
interpretations, but exact re-
productions of several 60’s
classics, like Strawberry Fields
Forever, Good Vibrations and
Hendrix’ If Six Was Nine, if
nothing else, demonstrating
his studio genius. This talent is
sometimes equalled by his
songwriting ability, but this
time it's eclipsed by his pro-
duction antics. Should be a
strong seller and FM item.

JOHN SEBASTIAN

Welcome Back

Reprise MS 2249-P

Riding on the huge success of
the title songe from the hugely
successful TV show, young
sentimentalist Sebastian has
brought out a new album,
full of the same highly saleable
material. A crossover country
hit might be made of You Go
Your Way; MOR programmers
might like Let This Be Our
Time; while FMers might like
the 30’s blues feel of Warm
Baby.

JETHRO TULL

Too Old To Rock ‘n’ Roll,
Too Young To Die

Chrysalis CHR 1111-P
Apparently one more rock star
has begun to feel his years. A
collection of songs strung along
the plot line of a dated English
rocker who wakes up one day
to find that the world has re-
gressed to his level. An intro-
spective and cynical LP, pro-
gressive FMers have probably
found their favourite cuts
already.

sithful

todd rundgren

THE MONKEES

Re-Focus

Bell 6081-F

From out of the past comes
a great collection of The
Monkees’ Greatest Hits, with
the songs by Neil Diamond
and Boyce & Hart and others
that made them famous. The
group was a corporate crea-
tion, perhaps, but here we are
reminded that the boys made
a valid contribution to pop.

Included are Last Train To

Clarkesville, Pleasant Valley
Sunday, I'm A Believer.

THE FISCHER CHOIR
Polydor 2371 656-Q

An MOR happening from
1500 voice choir, formed in
Germany, 20 vyears back.
Fischer choir have 10 LPs to
their credit, sales in the father-
land averaging 60,000 units
per disc. Smooth pop stand-
ards and ““old chestnuts’’ in-
clude Amazing Grace, Drunk-
en Sailor and When The Saints
Go Marchin’ In.

HARRY CHAPIN

Greatest Stories-Live

Electra 7E-2009-P

A double, live, greatest hits
LP. Fans will love it. There's
lots of material here for any
format, and programmers can
take their choice of the hits
or the lesser-knowns which are
just as strong. Effective audi-
ence reactions. Includes every-
thing. Will probably be his
strongest seller so far.

BRYAN WAY @
Where Do You Go

Quality SV 1927-M

Ten songs composed by the
Cornerbrook Nfld. artist on his
debut LP, a mixture of con-
temporary folk and country
sounds - a good, friendly
voice with well-paced produc-
tion. There's fare for soft
country (Paper Boats) and the
released single, One Of These
Days, can be a crossover.
Produced by John Capek at
Thunder Sound. Chappeil’s big
on his songwriting.

PATRICK MORAZ
Atlantic'SD 18175-P
Establishing an apparent tra-
dition for Yes Keyboard play-
ers, Moraz has intro’d with an
incredibly elaborate concept
LP. Recorded in Brazil, the set
is heavy on the percussions as
well as keyboards. An im-
mediately hot progressive FM
item, the album will no doubt
be aired in its entirety for a
while and will remain a front-
rack seller even longer.



TOM MIDDLETON

One Night Lovers @
Columbia ES 90326-H

Tom Middleton’s first single release, It Wouldn’t Have Made
Any Difference, was a great success, from the standpoint of lon-
gevity, remaining charted for 30 weeks and riding to the Top 10
on the RPM 100. :

* More recently, Middleton recorded One Night Lovers by Paul
Davis. The single also achieved similar national success.

The time seemed ripe for an album and the One Night
Lovers album was released May 7, 1976.

The album, recorded at Manta Sound in Toronto, is a Bob
Gallo production; Gallo also handled arrangements. Dwayne
Ford is featured on keyboards, Don V. Lorusso’s guitar shines
on Danny McBride’s penning of Marie and Gary Holt and Jorn
Anderson complete the rhythm section.

Middleton’s soft but subtly penetrating vocals have been

packaged for a mainly MOR market, with obvious crossover®

potential. His single, I Need A Harbour For My Soul, a self-
penning contained here, has been playlisted nationally on" MOR
stations and is beginning to show signs of crossover action.

Other outstanding cuts like Dwayne Ford’s Sweet Virginia,
Marie, Bill Danoff’s She Won’t Let Me Fly Away, make this

set a strong sales item and a good source of MAPL MOR material.

TRACKS continued from page 9

label. Gene Martynec is in the middle of an
album for Jeff White. Condor’s Bob Spoon-
er is working sessions with Lyle, Julie Lynn
and Smiley Bates.

LE STUDIO

Albhy Galuten and Carl Richardson are
completing the Bee Gee’s latest album at
this beautiful resort studio nestled in the
Laurentians.

SOUND CANADA

Finished product from the production hand
of Art Snider is Renee’s new single for the
Periwinkle label, Think About Me. The flip
is Loving You The Way I Do. Both sides
were penned by Al Rain.

(Information for Making Tracks should be
telexed (06-22756) or mailed to Rob
Mearns: RPM - 6 Brentcliffe Road, Toronto
M4G 3Y2.)

Qs ,r TALENT SEEN
Wi Sammy Jo

ke

Moxy, Polydor recording artists, and A Foot
In Coldwater, Daffodill’s recording unit,
have just signed exclusive Canadian booking
representation to The Agency. Moxy just
completed work on a second album of in-

tense, searing rock. Both groups are manag-

ed by Roland Paquin..

Downchild, the best in GRT pop blues,
has also signed an exclusive\booking repre-
sentation with The Agency. The group is
managed by SRO Productions - and that’s
Vic Wilson and Ray Daniels.

Nektor returns to Toronto and a date at
Massey Hall (May 26). The concert is being

London reps backstage at

Joe Cocker’s Toronto concert with opening band Street-
walkers. (I to r) Jonathan Plotell, Bobby Tench, Roge Chapman, Nicko, Mike Gormley
(Mercury U.S.) Dave Elliot {(London) Charlie Whitney and London’s Armand Beaudin.

promoted by CPI. Opener will be Colum-
bia’s Pavlov’s Dog.

Santana, from the Columbia fold, are
set for a May 26 date at the Sudbury Arena
and the following evening at the Concert
Bowl of Toronto’s Maple Leaf Gardens.

Coolys, a new and posh disco headed
up by Gene Lew of Quality Records and

‘Murray Campbell, formerly of the Avenue

Road Club, opens Saturday May 28. It’s
on the top floor of Sam The Chinese Food
Man at 371 Yonge St. in the heart of Toron-
to. For further info call (416) 368-3300.
Good luck Gene and Murray - let’s keep it
cool at Coolys.

A&M’s Charity Brown opens for one
week at the Grand Hotel in Kitchener from
May 31.

That’s Show -Biz!

Mya Lange sets tour

London’s Mya Lange recently made a
promotional tour of Ontario to expose her
single and LP. <

The LP, titled simply Mya (a recent RPM
feature), was recorded at Canbase studios in
Vancouver on Terry Jacks’ Goldfish label.

The cut Snakebite is the current single
release, intended for top-40 action.

Positive response has been received from
several MOR stations on album cuts Easy
Lady and Sister Willow, but no plans for
an MOR release have been made, as Lange
doesn’t want to be known as that type of
artist.

Following the completion of her promo
tour, Lange began rehearsals with a four-
member band, then hit the road towards the
East. At the end of May she’ll start a tour
from Edmonton.

L
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—

by Alan Guettel

Are there TV tracks to
international siardom?

checked their budget books.

The 1975-6 TV broadcast season is finished. The two Canadian networks have
assessed their programming, shot pilots for nextyear and, not least important,

CTV, a private corporation, can’t afford to lose money; the CBC, a public
corporation, operates under tight budgets and tighter public scrutiny, with
stricter standards demanded by the CRTC. Both networks look to foreign
sales to make the difference in their variety ledgers’ bottom line.

Canada’s two national TV networks are
-ach working toward the 1976-77 viewing
season with beefed up variety entertainment
plans, and a growing maturity in the tough
world of international syndication of TV
shows.

CTV is spearheading its drive in TV
variety (and syndication) with new network,
unilateral productions; The David Steinberg
Show, an Alex Trabek variety show on ice,
a half-hour Julie Amato variety show, Julie,
and a return of the Bobby Vinton Show,
which the network co-produces with two
U.S. syndication production firms.

CBC is heading its variety schedule with
a U.S.-Canadian co-production, Pop Goes
The Wolfman (RPM April 10), plus about
a dozen big name Canadian music specials,
suitable for syndication, to accompany a
number of regionally-produced and network
produced variety series.

The key to recovering some of the costs
of these productions is syndication, although
spokesmen from both networks point out
that their programming is primarily for the
Canadian audiences. Syndication, for the
networks, is selling programmes to other
countries, most importantly, the lucrative
U.S. markets.

The key to syndication success in variety
programming is stars big enough to sell the
show: one area where the Canadian music
business and TV production business speak
the same language.

The TV syndication game for the Cana-
dian networks (and, the emergence of the
U.S. co-production deal) began to flourish,
ironically, with the introduction of stricter
Canadian content rules by the CRTC a few
years ago.

Camadian TV broadcasters are required
to broadcast 50% Cancon during the 6:00
pm to midnight hours, measured over the
period of a year. After early and late-edition
news and some public affairs are accounted
for, there still remains, on the average,
about one hour a night of required prime
time Canadian programming, produced by
the networks or bought from some Canadi-

an production company.

At the same time, the U.S. Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) has ruled
that the programming by the three giant
U.S. networks of their owned and operated

S

CBC TV Variety Chief Jack McAndrew
journeyed to Europe to do a little “market-
ing research” and returned quite optomistic.

and affiliate stations, could not begin until
8:00 pm. This, known as the “prime-time
access rule” meant local U.S. stations have
to program their 7:00-8:00 pm spot them-
selves. To meet these new market demands,
new independent U.S. production houses
sprung up; some looked to Canada for
material.

These two factors - CTRC’s Cancon
ruling and the FCC’s prime-time ruling -
gave rise to the U.S.-Canadian co-produc-
tion deal: Canadian networks, who need
Cancon productions, co-producing with in-
depentent U.S. producers, who in turn own
the U.S. syndication rights. World rights,
outside of North America, are generally
shared by the'co-producers. v

CBC sets Wolfman,
new star-specials

CBC variety chief Jack McAndrew re-
turned last week from Europe where he was
a judge at the Montreax TV competition
and participated in the Cannes television
festival, the international marketplace of TV
shows.

He told RPM he went to see what was
happening, to look at what’s available and
get an idea of what kind of programming

Gino Vannelli has been touring Europe and
McAndrew says they want him there.

and w