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Moffat’s Mitchell and CRTC’s Hylton

to speak at Communication Thirteen

" J.R. (John) Mitchell, president of

Moffat Broadcasting and CRTC Com-
missioner John Hylton have been firm-
ed as feature speakers for this year’s
C13 Seminar to be held at Toronto’s
Inn on the Park, March 13. -

The industry meet will stretch over
three days and will end with the Juno
Awards and the Meet The Stars Party,
Monday, March 15.

For the seminar portion of the
weekend, RPM will introduce a new
procedure this year with the setting up
of interesting panels comprising know-
ledgeable personalities within both the
broadcast (television and radio) and
record industries, government spokes-
men and observers.

DISTINGUISHED PANELISTS

Panelists firmed for the - four
separate discussions include: Chris.
Beard, producer of the new Wolfman
Jack CBC TV series; Chuck Camroux,

Station Manager at CFTR Toronto;

Margaret Daly, entertainment writer
for the Toronto Star; Arnold Gose-
wich, President Capitol Records/EMI
of Canada; Alan Guettel, national
news with RPM; Keith James, head of
Moffat’s contemporary music, activi-
ties; Blaik Kirby, music and media
critic for the Globe & Mail; Terry
Lynd, President Columbia Records of

Canada; Jack McAndrew, head of
CBC TV Variety; John Mackey, Gen-
eral Manager CFCF Montreal; Jack
Miller, media critic for the Toronto
Star; Jerry Rochan, head of CTV TV

Al
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Variety; George Struth, President of
Quality Records and President of

the Canadian Recording Industry As-°

sociation; Frank W. Plumb, Director
Industry Research Branch, Ontario
Ministry of Industry & Tourism.

The panelists will cover topics rang-

ing from Canadian artists and music

on television, to changes in radio
format and the print media and gov-
ernment involvement - and their ef-
fects on the music industry in Canada.

Registration and coffee will take
place at the Inn on the Park’s Park
Ballroom at 9AM Saturday March 13.
The speakers’ session will begin at
10AM.

Saturday night at 8:30PM, RPM
will host a party for the registrants,
and Sunday will be open house to the
industry at the Inn, with many com-
panies opening hospitality suites and
showcasing rooms.

JUNO AWARD SPECIAL

Monday (15) at 8:30PM, the ac-
tivities will switch to the Ryerson
Theatre where the Juno Awards, in co-
operation with the Canadian Academy
of Recording Arts and Sciences will
present this year’s' Awards presenta-
tion - the annual industry show which
will, again, be televised nationally by
the CBC, in a 90-minute “‘live’’ special.

The presentations will be-followed
by the Meet The Stars Party at the
Inn on the Park.

The three days of events have been
tagged as Three Days In March. Regis-
tration for all events or individual
events is available. A registration form
appears elsewhere in RPM. Registra-
tion for all events commencing March
13 will be $120 per couple or $65 per
person, although reduced rates are
available for pre-registrants.

It is expected that by the next is-
sue of RPM, the Juno-Awards will be
sold out and tickets will be available

- for only the other events.

If you wish to attend, we suggest
that you register early.

Meagher and Mansell

to Capitol manufacturing

Capitol’s recently appointed manu-
facturing manager, Hans Klopfer, has
appointed 2 people to newly created
positions in the firm’s manufacturing
divison. Capitol expects its record
pressing plant, now under construc-
tion, to be in operation by next fall.

Former general manager at Colum-
bia’s Toronto pressing plant, Bernard
Meagher, will be the plant’s pressing/
‘compound/raw material supervisor and
Ian Mansell was named quality control
Supervisor. -

Berandol release for
McKenzie King’'s Margaret

Ralph Cruickshank . of Berandol
Productions, reports to RPM that the
McKenzie King Band, featuring gui-
tarist. Ron Leonard Jr., keyboarder
Glen Johnansen and percussionist
Mansbridge, have readied a single,
Song For Margaret (BER 1005).

The single is accompanied by a

glossy photo of Pierre’s  first lady, -

Margaret Trudeau.

Cruickshank reportedly sent off-a
telegram to Ottawa, requesting the re-
cording rights to Margaret’s Venezue-
lan song, but hasn’t yet received a
reply.

Stratford sets summer dates for jazz & pop acts

The Stratford Festival announced a
line-up of 8 Monday night concerts for
this summer and an Oct 10 Sunday af-
ternoon Anne Murray stage show. The
series will open with jazz pianist Oscar
Peterson’s (July §) followed by Cleo
Laine and John Dankworth (12). It’s
Peterson’s first appearance there since
1956 and Laine and Dunkworth are
following their 1975 Stratford debut
which brought rave reviews last sum-

mer.

More jazz is featured (July 19-26)
with jazz master Chuck Mangione fol-
lowed by The Preservation Hall Jazz
Band. Juno winning Murray McLauch-
lan will be on stage (Aug 2) and Odet—
ta performs (Aug 9).

In addition, the Festival will stage
6 Sunday afternoon chamber concerts
between July 18 and August 29.

Ken McFarland appointed
to Columbia promotion

In a new wave of appointments,
Columbia-has upped Eddie Colero to
the national post of marketing mana-
ger where he will be coordinating
merchandising, from a street level,
with Scott McNeill, who is involved
in merchandising at the display level
and with *the print and broadcast
media.

Joe Fox moves up to Ontario Sales
Manager and Ken McFarland, long-
time promotion man with London and
just recently with Motown, moves into
Ontario promotion-where he will work "
with Terry McGee. He will report di-
rectly to Fox for day to day activities.
Promotion policy however, is set by
head office.

There has been a change in promo-
tion procedures for the Manitoba mar-
ket which was previously handled by
the Ontario branch. Corrine Burke
takes over Manitoba sales and promo-

tion with her base in Winnipeg. This -

operation is similiar to Columbia’s
Maritime operation where dutiet are
handled by Jim Bradley. Apgoint-
ments in the Quebec branch wil be
announced shortly.



Attic’s Fludd washing over
U.S. & Europe

Attic Records’ Fludd band opened
at Toronto’s Gasworks Tavern, Mon-
day February 23rd.

The troupe is still headed by
brothers Brian and Ed Pilling, fea-
turing new-comers Peter Rochon on
keyboards, Ian McCorkle drums, and
Jim Chricton bass. :

The Flidd story pulls back to
1967, when Brian 16 and Edmund 18
formed the Toronto band Pretty Ones.
Originally from Birmingham, England,
the boys went back “over ‘ome” to
try and make their rock and roll
score.

“In Birmingham we became part of
a band called Wages Of Sin,” Brian
said, “which was a typical British rock
and roll band, strongly influenced by
the Byrds and the Hollies. It wasn’t
the top group in Birmingham but it
was well-known at the time.”

While gigging at the Cedar Club, the
band -jammed with the likes of Led
Zeppers’ Robert Plant and John
Bonham, pianist Nick Hopkins, and
Jimi Hendrix. Cat Steven’s brother
scouted out the Wages Of Sin, arrang-
ing for an audition in London. The Cat
was suitably impressed with the group
and signed them as his backup, also
desiring to produce/mould them as a
separate band. ;

“It was a really fine experience,”
Brian recalls, “except that the material
Cat was writing for us, that he wanted
us to record, was perfect for him . .. .
but not for us.” - ;

By year ’69, the band came back to
Toronto, looking forward to the
throngs of enthused undergrounders
that pushed -along Yorkville Village’s
coffeehouse Music scene, but the strip
had musically eroded with age, which
led to Brian booking it back to school
and Edmund becoming happily mar-
ried . but they kept on grinding
out songs. ;

Subsequently, Brian hitched up as
part of Medusa and soon after, Ed-
mund joined. Eventually the band split
as 1970 approached and they then
formed the Cancon progressive rock
group now known as Fludd.

In ’71, their first record Turned 21
was released to the sounds of a nation-
al hit, followed by a string of successes
including Get Up, Get Out And Move
On, Cousin Mary, I Held Out, Brother
And Me, and last year’s What An An-
imal. 3
Their “banned” LP titled Great Ex-
pectations (causing a great retailer’s
fury due to its’ thanx for the
mammaries cover-art), scored as an im-
pressive LP debut. The band recently
spent the last few months writing
new material for their upcoming al-
bum slated for a March recording
session. Fludd’s cross-Canada tour
and U.S./European release of their
music, will undoubtedly ensure them
a much larger piece of the fan-follow-
ing rock and roll pie.

Ambrose’s Celebration
seeking U.S. TV buyers

Tommy Ambrose’s CBC Network
gospel television series, Celebration,
has its season’s 26-show tapes “‘In the
hands of professional distributors”,
who offered its sale at San Francisco’s
National Association of TV Producers
and Directors (Feb 21-22).

Partners for the series, alongside
singer Ambrose, are Toronto director
Bill Davis and Hee Haw producer Sam
Lovullo.

Ambrose was just recently signed to
a reportedly ‘‘heavy’ contract with
Warner Bros, who has a “‘stack of tapes
all ready to roll””. His first single
should be on release in the U.S. by late
February or early March.

- were

Schafer’s Spoken Word
takes poke at Trudeau

Reuben Schafer noted humour
author, has entered the recording
arena with The Trudeau Sting on the
Berandol label. The disc has been des-
cribed as a ‘“‘poetic outburst on
Trudeau‘s price and wage controls.”
Schafer sponsored a nation-wide
poetry contest on the subject with a
first prize of $1,000. Radio stations
requested to  invite their
audiences ‘‘to express their personal
feelings in poetry, pro or con concern-
ing wage and price controls.”

. Stations may phone Schafer at

(416) 789-1291 for interviews etc.
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RCA to tape Amram
at Seneca’s Minkler

RCA will tape a live performance
by David Amram (Mar 12) at Seneca
College’s Minkler . Auditorium. An al-
bum will be skedded for an early
spring release.

Amram made his first Toronto ap-
pearance almost 4 years ago and has
sinceé entertained the Toronto audi-

ences on an annual basis. He has been

known to perform within many in-
ternational regions, bringing all types
of people together with the beauty of
his music language.

Although the Minkler appearance is
anticipated to showcase Amram’s pop/
folk feel, the artist will also demon-
strate his craft in jazz and the clas-
sics.

Amram is currently at work on a
symphonic piece for the Philadelphia
Symphony and has just completed
work ona Steve Goodman LP.

. . the prophets of doom, the messengers of
mediocrity, will be overwhelmed by the new genera-
tion of competent, creative, confident artisans and
by all those of preceding -generations who have
already demonstrated their freshness of mind, their
talent and their capacity for inspired leadership.’"

- Pierre Juneau
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CHUM & GRT set “live”
Koffman showcasing date

Toronto’s CHUM FM is featuring
another GRT artist in their second live
concert series. This time, jazz master,
Moe Koffman, appearing live at
George’s (Mar 7). Koffman’s current
album release, Live At Georges, was a
first live recording for both the artist
and the famous Toronto jazz establish-
ment.

CHUM FM earlier aired an hour
long Dan Hill performance, live, from
Toronto’s Riverboat and GRT’s Jeff
Burns reports the concert itself gener-
ated 3-4,000 sales in the Toronto area
for Hill’s LP, Growing Up. GRT later
presented CHUM with a gold Dan
Hill T-shirt.

Burns points out that the new de-

mands for foreground and creative -

music programming placed on FM
broadcasters by the CRTC have open-

' ed up many ways to expose new, local
" and progressive acts. “We have groups

on our label or distributed by us that
have no single, no tours and no air-
play. How do you promote an LP
without a single?”’

Burns and his staff at GRT have
been working on that problem. Re-
cently they made a special effort to
promo the label’s progressive product
to the major FM stations “mostly for
familiarity”’ says Burns. It was so suc-
cessful that GRT is going to build on
using more specialized promo and at-
tention grabbers for groups which get
little or no AM airplay.

Burns, who has worked in.record
retail, points out that the kind of
people who buy FM-fare records have
to know more about a group than 1
single cut, “and the new FM program-
ming will get more of that across™.

Conservatives lash out
at CRTC impositions

Conservative MP Allan McKinnon,
recently accused the government-and
the CRTC of trying to tell Canadians
what television programs they should
watch.

McKinnon told the House of Com-
mons that the commission and govern-
ment are trying to ‘“‘impose’” their
preferences . on an unwilling public
through its cable television policy and
“‘controversial” tax legislation now be-
fore the Commons. Legislation would
stop 100 percent tax deductions for
Canadian advertisers on United States
border TV outlets and in the Canadian
editions of foreign publications.

Recently, a group of British Co-
lumbian Conservative MPs have been
arguing for an amendment to the bill
which would allow KVOS-TV-Bell-
ingham, Washington (beaming into the
Vancouver area) to continue soliciting
tax-deductible Canadian advertising.

Polydor distrib deal

with Toronto’s U.P.

Tim Harrold, president of Polydor
Ltd., has announced the signing of a
distribution agreement with U.P. Pro-
ductions of Toronto. U.P. executive
directors are John Usry, Dale Payment
and Lamont Howze. All 3 have exten-
sive experience in the industry, with
Usry as producer/composer, and Pay-
ment and Howze on the club-circuit.
Polydor is in the midst of planning
a national disco-promotion for the
initial single release from U.P., I Got
Your Love, by Stratavarious featuring
vocals by Lady. A special 12-inch
disco pressing has been produced for
handservicing to all major discos.

Worldwide distribution for

Boot classical discs

Boot Records has announced a deal
with London Records for worldwide
release of Liona Boyd’s classical guitar
LP, The lﬁuitar, plus her new release,
Liona, timled for the airing of her U.S.
ETV Network concert program in Apr-
il. Boyd’s album product was produc-
ed by Eleanor Sniderrhan.

Boyd recently played a private
hour concert for Prime Minister Tru-
deau in his hotel suite in Kamloops,
and the recital made front page
news in the Vancouver Province for
the pretty young talent.

In addition to Boot’s current classi-
cal series, The Boot Concert Master
Series, the label is forming a Boot In-
ternational Series which will concen-
trate on foreign classical product for
which Boot has picked up Canadian
rights. The Concert Master Series' will
be reserved for Canadian productions.
The initial release in Boot’s interna-
tional line will be a 4-LP set licensed
from Supraphon of Czechoslovakia.

Liona Boyd has been active since
the release of her debut LP, having
played close to 70 Canadian centres
with a new U.S. tour set to coincide
with her forthcoming releases there.
Her new LP will be released in Canada
in April.

Island’s Chieftains guest

on Hamilton’s Ryan Fancy

CHCH-Hamilton’s Tommy. Makem
and Ryan’s Fancy series, gueéted Irish
traditional musicians the Chieftains,
Mondav Feb 23. The Chieftains’current
LP is titled Chieftains 5, released on
the Island label.

The band has been exposed to
North American ears via selections on
the soundtrack of the Stanley Kubrick
film, Barry Lyndon, distributed by
WEA with the featured cuts, Sea Mai-
den and Sean O’Riada-Women of Ire-
land.

The Chieftains will be appearing at
Toronto’s Massey Hall April 29, pro-
moted by Dick Flohil.



Major Hoople’s Boarding House

opening new doors

“Since its formation in November of 1967, the group has managed to move
with the dominant styles and sounds of rock without becoming stuck - the group
has made it over the long haul, because its concept is loose".

Loose, horn-backup, goodtime rock
‘n roll - Major Hoople’s Boarding
House owes its decade-old success and
survival to the fact that . . we've
learned to evolve”, said band manager
Dan Mombourquette of Dram Agency.

The group originally sprang from a
Galt High School trio, named the
Shan-de-leers. By mid-1967, lead gui-
tarist Rock Howell, rhythm guitarist
Peter Padalino, drummer Rick Riddell
and bassist Dave Lodge, turned pro
touring Ontario campuses and taverns.

The present line-up of the Boarding

House comprises Rocky Howell, Ow-
en Sound drummer Edward Miller
(formerly with Jack London’s Spar-
row, the Fat Chance Band, Bobby
Curtola touring gigs, and LP-work on
the Celebration and Periwinkle labels),
keyboarder Peter Brent Beacock, Kit-
chener-born hornman David Gooding,
band lyricist/bassist Keith Stahlbaum
and former Berklee College trombonist
David Gregg.

Major Hoople’s Boarding House are
currently on release with their Axe
single, You Girl, given an RPM Per-
sonal Pick (Mar 21).

Male
Artist of
the Year

Juno Award Nominee

JEAN-PIERRE FERLAND

Congratulations!

Marketed by Polydor




Come to the indudtny event

MARCH | %% COMMUNICATION THIRTEEN

® SATURDAY MORNING
] S 3 IN THE PARK BALLROOM
, \ Registration & coffee 9 AM

As in past Communication Meetings, we will present an impressive list of
speakers and panelists. The morning speakers’ session commences at 10 AM.
In the afternoon, four panels will discuss:

CANADIAN MUSIC ON TELEVISION
RADIO’S CHANGING FORMAT
THE PRINT MEDIA AND CANADIAN RECORDS
GOVERNMENT AND THE CANADIAN MUSIC INDUSTRY

Registrants from across Canada will participate in this interesting exchange
of ideas. Don’t miss it!

MARCH

..... AND IN THE EVENING
THE RPM PARTY

"1

The RPM Party will commence at 8:30 and all registrants are invited. It’s an
opportunity to meet the industry representatives from across Canada and the
United States - and informally exchange views on the topics of the day and
make new friends. It's the social event of the weekend.

MARCH

&

JIAL SUNDAY o SUITES

COMMENCING SUNDAY AT 1 PM

The following companies-wiil have suites and showcasing at this year’s Three

Days In March:

IN THE TOWER IN THE HIGH RISE 4 Dty A
A&M Records T iR eenr s Companies wishing to reserve Hospitality
Motown Records Polydor Records Suites should contact:

Donald K. Donald thers‘;Reczrds Lorne Sarmiento

London Records utton Records

Nimbus 9 Columbia Records The Inn On The Park

GRT Records WEA Music i ‘ (416) 444-2561

Quality Records Fanshawe College There are still suites and showcasing
CENTENNIAL BALLROOM TOWER ROOM e s aTliBla

Castle Management CBC TV Variety v 4 :

STILL

& more to come

W “‘mgmy - SHOWCASING HOSPITALITY

AVAILABLE
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TELEVISION
SPECIAL

REGISTER
NOW

The CBC will televise “live” the announce-
ment of the winners and performances by
Canada’s top recording artists in a 90-minute
special that will be seen by Canadians from
coast to coast. Truly the biggest event in the
Canadian record and music industry.

Three days of activities designed for the
industry. From the C13 Seminar to the
Meet The Stars Party. we have designed a
'program of interesting and entertaining
features that will make these three days

an event to remember.
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If you register for ALL EVENTS, this
includes the C13 Seminar, The RPM
Party. Sunday Hospitality The Juno
Awards’ P the Meet The
Stars Party. If you wish you can register

Presentation

for individual events.

AFTER THE AWARDS

The “BIG” party with the winners, the pre-
senters, the performers and the cream ‘of
Canada’s music industry. The topper to three
daysof information and informality and the
event of the year for the industry.

©0000000000000000000000000000000

“ M4G 3Y2
& 15th
Name
REGISTRATION FOR
ALL EVENTS Company. . . .. . s
[C] Two PEOPLE $100.00
] ONE PERSON $55.00 Address
lNDlVlDUAL EVENTS City ................
[] c13 SEMINAR $15.00
Postalzone . . .........

] RPM PARTY $15.00
[J JuNO AWARDS $15.00
] MEET THE STARS PARTY $15.00 . ’
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Use this registration form

RPM’s THREE DAYS IN MARCH
6 Brentcliffe Road
Toronto, Canada

Telephone

. Seating for the Juno Awards is limited,

so ACT NOW and register EARLY. Fill
out the form below and mail it with
your registration fee. Tickets for all
events will be mailed to you on March
1st. Remember that registration is limit-
ed - and last year we sold out very-early.
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availability of ftickets.

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATIONS - MARCH 8TH
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Husband/wife Vopnfjrord trek to Little Mountain

Winnipeg’s Len and Karen Vop-
nfjord were in Vancouver recently
to record 3 songs for Kenny Harris
at Little Mountain Studios.” Tracked
were Toronto, Over and Over Again,
and Falling Star - all Len Vopnfjord
originals and published through Hoad-
ley House Music (BMI).

The husband/wife duo were ac-
companied by pianist Bob Buckley,
bassist Doug Edwards, drummer Geoff
Eyre and "'Len on electric/acoustic
guitars. Engineering and mix was by
Geoff Turner.

Len Vopnfjord at Little Mountain.

BBC and OECA team up

for Camera/Song series

The assumption that “thoughtful
songwriters inspire especially vivid pic-
tures” has become a challenge met by

the BBC and OECA Channel 19’s, The:

Camera and The Song series.

The idea development has been
through the introduction and mating
of talented filmmakers with talented
singer/songwriters.

Valdy Sings About Newfoundland,
premiered Feb 7, directed by David
Acomba.

Life Machine, aired Feb 21, coupl-
ing Hoyt Axton with directors Jim
Hanley and Henry Fiks, in a “film-

song”’concerning the American cultur-

al breed of the Grand Ole Opry rhine-
stoned cowboy.

A feature on Dory Previn, titled
Mindscape couples the piano musings
of Moe Koffman regular Don Thomp-
son with the lyrics of Previn. -

Murray McLauchlan, Ann Mortifee
and Tom Paxton have already been
filmed .by the BBC, which also pro-
duced Transatlantic’s Harvey An-
drews/Graham Cooper, the Grimms

. band, Victoria Wood and the Fivepen-

ny piece, Scotland’s Ian Campbell and
Sonny Condell and Leo O’Kelly from
Dublin, Ireland.

The Camera and The Song series
marks the first television feature co-
produced by both English and Cana-
dian networks, having been heralded

as an innovative attempt at producing °

“radio with pictures”.

OAC & Stratford Fest

bow theatre admin award

The Ontario Arts, Council and the
Stratford Shakespearean Festival have
set up a Theatre Administration
Award “‘to help a talented young per-
son who is seriously interested in
theatre administration.” It is the first
award from the William T. Wylie
Theatre Administration Fund named
for the late general manager of the
Stratford Festival. The award is a
$1500 cash prize and 6 months em-
ployment in the Stratford Festival’s
publicity department. Forms are avail-
able from the OAC at 151 Bloor W.
Toronto. Closing date is March 15.

Oldie Pretty Things among

Motown mid-February prod

New Motown album product ship-
ped Feb 16 includes a recut of Old
Pretty Things material, titled Real
Pretty Things (R 549R2). New Pretty
Things product is distributed by WEA.

Bryan Ferry’s favourite vocalist
Smokey Robinson is on release with
Smokey’s Family Robinson, Luther
Allison with Night Life, Willie Hut-
ch with Concert In Blues and Steve
Ashley’s Speedy Return. Also released
was a various artists package on the
Motown Original Version (M 860V 1).



Canadian audiences “loose’ claim by A&M’s Supertramp

John Anthony Helliwell, hornman/
vocalist for A&M’s Supertramp band,
spoke to RPM before the band’s Lon-
don Arena concert (Feb 24). He claim-
ed the attitudes of Canadian concert-

<

goers-are
to the crowds in England and the
States,” continuing with, ‘‘Canadian
audiences just sit back and relax, able
to pick up on our music’s subtleties,
which we find very rewarding because
we spend so much time and energy on

every second of every tune that we‘

work on’’ =
W ERhe Supertr_amp band will will be
preparing for their next ‘LP in Los
Angeles . with no particular con-
cept. or goal as of yet, but we do in<
. tend to make more ‘music that gives
out a great deal of enjoyment”’

The band have been on ‘tour since
November of last year and their Cana-

dian capper has been set for March 28 .

in' Vancouver.

As for the staff of A&M Records of
Canada, Helliwell boasts, “. . . they
have to be one-of the flnest families
we’ve ever worked with”’.

Supertramp’s entourage comprises
35 people, soundmen, roadies, light-
ing people etc., plus $200,000 worth

. a bit loose as obposed ‘

of sound and lighting equipment.

Late press news from A&M S Jlm
Monaco indicates several ‘“‘sold out”
houses for the group which includes
Hamilton, London and Montreal with

A&M's Supertramp

a couple of western dates ready to
post ‘“‘sold out’ notices.

Set for their Montreal date is a pre-
sentation by A&M of a gold and plati-
num- record for their Crime Of The
Century LP. Monaco predicts that by
the time .the band gets to Toronto,
A&M will present them with a plati-
num for Crisis? What Crisis?

International -success has been
shown for the group with their Crime

' LP being double gold in Australia

and gold in England. Both LPs are gold
in Holland and are about to go gold in
Germany: : ;

Juno Award Nommee

NEXT WEEK
the story of
THE JUNO AWARDS
an inside look
at Canada’s
Juno Awards

Producer
of
the Year

RANDY BACHMAN
Four Wheel Drive &
You Ain’t Seen Nothing Yet

.(»Bachnian-Turner Overdrive)

Congratulations!

Marketed by Polydor D
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Tee Vee, ITV launch multi-$million TV music series

Tee Vee Records and Edmonton’s I TV Productions are syndicating at least 25
Canadian produced television concerts to feature as many international record
stars. With an ITV taping of Charley Pride’s February 21st Edmonton concert,
Tee Vee is merchandising music as it has never been sold in Canada - with a just
released LP package of Pride’s best, a Tee Vee produced Pride radio special and
Pride’s upcoming national concert tour to go along with the more than $200,000
television production of the largest indoor country concert ever staged in Cana-
da. It’s the biggest Canadjan record campaign ever launched for an artist.

Booming newcomers in Canada’s
entertainment world are teaming to
present the most ambitious show pack-
age ever seen or heard from Canada.
Record mass-merchandiser Tee Vee
Records, which started as Cachet
Records less than 3 years ago, and
Edmonton independent TV station
CITV, which signed on the air less
than 18 months ago, are meshing re-
spective marketing and production
skills to combine television concert
specials, mass-sales records, radio pro-
grams and millions of dollars worth of
television commericals featuring more
than 2 dozen world-famous record-
ing stars.

The 1-hour TV concerts, taped by
ITV, the production wing of CITV,
are staged live. at Edmonton’s
Jubilee Auditorium or Coliseum, most
with the Edmonton Symphony Or-
chestra and distributed by Tee Vee to
stations across Canada and, with other
distributors, around the world.

Fcurteen are already taped at an
average cost of more than $150,000
each: Engelbert Humperdinck, Jack
Jones, Leslie Uggams, Vikki Carr,
Paul Williams, Johnny Mathis, Roberta
Flack, Sergio Mendes, Diahann Carroll.
Henry Mancini, Charley Pride, and

. .these are not just headline
concerts, they're top-dollar
productions. . . . .

Anne Murray. Another 11 are in the
works including Neil Sedaka, Sarah
Vaughan, Jose  Feliciano,
Fifth Dimension.

Tee Vee president Ed LaBuick and

ITV producer Doug Hutton stress

that these are not just headline con-
certs, they’re top-dollar productions -
screening a full hour of star-power,
greatest hits performances supported

by a full professional orchestra with- .

out slow-paced interviews, stand-up
comics or sleepy, local-host intros.

" Tee Vee owns the Canadian rights
for each special taped to date with
options on the rest. They’re dealing
the shows .to local stations (mostly
independents) in exchange for com-
mercial broadcast - time rather than
cash.

“Tee Vee’s major expenditure is
television time,” says LaBuick and
he points out that any . Canadian
station pays dear cash for any other
headline variety specials. With this

- series they get needed Cancon pro-

gramming as well - all with no cash
on the table.

and the

“Even if we don’t have:

a record package by the featured
artist,” says LaBuick, ‘“‘any big-name
music special is an excellent chance to
promo any Tee Vee product.”

ITV  is financed by millionaire
Surgeon Dr. Charles Allard’s All-
arco investments, a healthy Alberta
corporation with holdings including
real estate, oil and gas exploration,
chemical processing, hotels, rest-
aurants, and life insurance firms
among others. Allarco built ITV’s

$7,000,000 studio for a station that

would do more. than compete with
Edmonton’s established CTV and CBC'
affiliates. Last year he hired Hutton. a
long-time Canadian record and TV
producer, who was on his way to L.A.
to produce a U.S. Bicentennial multi-
media presentation. .

.-ITV has brought a wave
.of live entertainment to
the city. . ...

Hutton, with -Tommy Banks, as-
sembled a top production and music
variety staff from across Canada.
“It’s not just a western millionaire
throwing away money,” says Hutton,
“we’re a serious production company
and- we’re part of the community.”

As part of the community ITV has.

brought a wave of live entertainment
to the city; Henry Mancini conducting
the Edmonton Symphony sold out so
fast they scheduled a second night and
the 14,000 people who paid $6-8 to
see Charley Pride (Feb 21) accounted

for the largest’ indoor country concert

ever staged in Canada.

In addition to Pride, backed by his
own band, Tommy Banks’ band with
the strings of the Calgary Symphony
and U.S. hit country group Dave and
Sugar, Edmontonians were treated to
an Anne Murray. concert backed by
the Edmonton Symphony and TV pre-
mieres of Edmonton concerts by Rob-
erta Flack, Sergio Mendes and Johnny
‘Mathis - all in the space of 2 weeks -
presented by ITV.

Hutton singles out the enthusmsm
of the local audience as a plus for ITV
productions: “We often stage $60,000
worth of talent and gross $20,000.
The crowd acts just like they’re
getting 3 times the dollar value of the
entertainment they’re paying for.”

Tee Vee got involved with ITV last
Fall as the record company prepared
to merchandise, theirr Tom Jones
Special, then the most publicised re-
cord package ever in Canada, using

by Alan Guettel

concert

footage from ITV’s Jones’
for 60 second spots.
With the Charley Pride special, Tee

" Vee, which has sold as many records as

anybody in Canada recently, is getting
into mass merchandising in a new way.
They own all rights to the television
concert. and have just released a Pride
record package to be heavily promoed
during his' upcoming Canadian tour,
which takes him through the west in
March and the east in April, with a
summer return for Vancouver’s PNE.

Pride and RCA picked Tee Vee over
Canadian competitors to handle the
television sales package here.and if
successful they’ll get the nod for U.S.

 and probably world rights. Tee Vee
~ has never marketed records outside

Canada before.

“We couldn’t just put Charley on
television slam bam,” says LaBuick,
“we needed a whole media package.”
Outside of the $200,000 put up by
ITV and Tee Vee for ‘“‘the best coun-
try television production ever,” Tee
Vee itself has produced a Cancon
Charley Pride radio special. Toronto'’s
CHUM did a Tom Jones radio special

.. RCA looks for the
whole Pride catalogue
to take off. . .

last year, available now to other
stations.

Sales on Tee Vee’s Jones package
are already pushing 150,000 with the
6-month promo campaign running un-
til June. Operations manager Dan
Laroche reports that sales of the new
Pride package are off to a better start
than the Jones set. ;

RCA' chief Ed Preston, who was in
Edmonton for the Pride concert, says
that the company will work with Tee
Vee, ITV and concert promoters on

the whole Pride package: ‘““When

 something like this happens the artists’

whole  catalogue comes alive.”” RCA



Dine with Rush theme for Polydor’s radio promotion

i

Mercury recording artists, Rush, en-
joyed an SRO crowd during their re-
cent Hamilton Place concert,  with
Polydor’s promo rep, Bob Ansell,
teaming up with CKOC in a pool of
promotional resources for a grand
prize giveaway of an autographed
Rush LP library, dinner with the band
and front row seats for the concert.

The winning couple were accom-
panied to the show by Ansell and
CKOC’s Nevin Grant and John Oliver.

Jim Reid’s CKOC “progressive
show”, also guested Rush bassist/lead

CKOC’s Nevin Grant and 'John Oliver,

Polydor’s Bob Ansell, Rush and win-
ner Charley Price and friend.

vocalist Geddy Lee and drummer Neil
Peart for a 90-minute chat. Reid also
gave away promotional copies of the
group’s latest LP, Caress of Steel.

Ansell spread his promo charm to
London where he tied-in with CKSL
and on-air personality Tom Kelly who
emceed an' autograph session at Eric
Johnson’s new Record Barn located in
downtown London.

A “Dine with ,Rush’ promotion is
now underway at CKLC ‘Kingston.

)

Polydor’s Allan Katz, Nevin Grant,
Bob - Ansell, Grant Fullerton of Full-
erton Dam along with members of

Crack The Sky and road manager Dan-
ny Palumbo at Gasworks premiere of

Crack The Sky.
oo ® R L

.., BACHMAN-TURNER
... ~OVERDRIVE o
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Juno Award Nominee

BACHMAN-TURNER
: OVERDRIVE

You Ain’t Seen Nothing Yet

Congratula_tiohs! _
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MAHAVISHNU ORK
(JOHN McLAUGHLIN)
Inner Worlds

' Columbia KC 33908-H

John McLaughlin, the techni-
cal-speed guitarist, catching upl
with 1976 guitar synthesiser/
sequencer and Sri Chinmoy
dedicated love vocal back-
ground. McLaughlin has been
seen eating meat and growing
his hair past the collar how-
ever, the LP demonstrates his
incredibly untouched profici-
ency - even with sound effect.

GALLAGHER & LYLE
Breakaway .

A&M SP-4566-W
Scottish/American lyricall-sen-
sitive rock featuring former
McGuiness Flint  ‘“’creative
hubbers Benny Gallagher and
Graham Lyle. Ten original

classics, produced delicately
clear by Diamonds and Rust °

knob-twirler David Kershen-
baum. Currently winning Can-
adian audiences as openers for
Supertramp. A&M hustling
promo on set which should
cash in within next few weeks.

ANDRES SEGOVIA

The Intimate Guitar/2

RCA Red Seal ARL 1-1323-N
Spanning a repertoire of 3 cen-
turies, Segovia has transcribed
Bach’s 1725 Anna Magdalene
Notebook containing 7 intri-
cately light pieces, plus 4 ad-
ditional works, one transcrib-
by Lorimer. Segovia’s decades
of classical discipline have
moved him - to comment,
““Stravinsky was right when he
said the guitar does, not play
loud but far’’.

ZAGLES

Greatest Hits

Asylum 7ES-1052-P

A band conceived in the teach-
ings of psychedelia’s Carlos
Castaneda and his medicine
man Don Juan, hence the
reasoning behind the name of
the group (from the Mojave
Indian cosmos). Songs per-
formed on 3 rock guitars, pac-
ed by drummer and bass gui-
tar, featuring Glyn Johns pro-
duced Witchy Woman, Des-
perado/and Best Of My Love.

FAMILY BROWN
“COUNTRY GROUP OF THE YEAR”




CapitoI/Arista promo for Toronto appearances

Capitol’s Scoot Irwin and Arista’s
Rick Nickerson were run ragged with
5 of their international acts hitting
Toronto stages during the week of
Feb 8.

Arista mainstream rocker Eric Car-
men (former leader of Raspberries)
opened the Massey Hall North Ameri-
can debut of Capitol’s Sweet; Capitol’s
country-folk 'duo Brewer and Shipley

thers, known for their extensive studio
work, provided their brand of electric
funk alongside Steve Khan former
guitarist with Blood, Sweat and Tears,
keyboarder Don Grolnick, conga play-
er Sammy Figura, bassist Will Lee and
drummer Chris Parker. On opening
Monday night, pianist/composer Doug
Riley, flautist Moe Koffman, guitarist
Bill Mann (a Toronto player featured

Brewer & Shipley Brecker Bros and Arista’s Nickerson (r).

played the El Mocambo for 3 nights
and Arista jazz-funk hornmen, the
Brecker Bros. were at the Queensbury
Arms Tavern. Longtime easy listening
giant, Al Martino capped the week
with good houses at the Hook and
Ladder Club of the Beverly Hills.

. Sweet hit town on the heels of 2 re-
cent gold records in Canada and their
LP, Desolation Boulevard, has been
nationally charted since last fall (No.
14 on this week’s RPM 100).

Capitol released a new Sweet single
titled Action (No. 81 RPM 100) along-
side their new LP, Give Us A Wink.
With over a dozen hit singles in the
past 5 years and with a chart promi-
nence in over a dozen countries, Capi-

" tol is looking to break the group in
~North America, which should be easy
following their recent hit, Ballroom
Blitz.

Arista recording ‘artists, the Brecker
Bros, featuring Michael on sax and

. Randy on trumpet, played their only
Canadian date FEb 9-12. The Bro-

on the Brecker’s first Arista LP) and
former Guess Who guitarist Dom Troi-
ano, gathered for a midnight set.

The Breckers are up for 3 Grammy
Award nominations for Best New
Artists; Best Instrumental arrangement
(Cut Some Skunk Funk); and for best
R&B . instrumental (Sneakin’ Up Be-
hind You) released in Canada as s dis-
co-single in May of 1975. Their new

- LP, Back To Back, is skedded for an

early March release. ,

Al Martino received a surprise from
the Capitol crew with a presentation
of a gold record for his Volare hit. The
company ' is now doing much spade-
work for his upcoming LP.

Mike Brewer and Tom Shipley
broke in a new band at the E1 Mocam-
bo. Shipley, who played solo for a few
years in Toronto coffee houses during
the mid-sixties, talked up their upcom-
ing LP, tracked in Nashville and mov-
ing a little toward the new trends in
current country (using Johnny Gimble
backups).

Best
Selling
Album

Juno Award Nominee
* BACHMAN-TURNER

OVERDRIVE
Four Wheel Drive

Congratulations! .
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SWEET BLINDNESS @ RPM / FEATURE ALBUM
Quality SV 1923-M ;
Signed to Quality on the suggestion of
manager Barry Cobus, Sweet Blindness
cut 3 sides, arranged by Doug Riley,
returning for the other 7, which were
arranged by well-known pop string ar-
‘ranger Milan Kymlicka - which is what
we now have here.

Session was ‘produced by Bob
Morten at Toronto’s newest 24-track
facility, Phase One.

Producer Morten attempted to
“base the sound around Al Marnie’s
chording bass’’, which gave a good
bottom between bass, clavinet and
drums. He also succeeded with a clean
effort for the disco-mood.

Contains their U.S. foot-in-the-door
hit, Cowboys To Girls and their next
“hit”, Sweet Blindness (Music You
Can Ride On). Also out of this pack-
age will be a follow-up single, Quebec,
which runs with synthesizer lines.

All selections are MAPL except
Cowboys To Girls and Stevie Won-
der’s Ain’t No Use, which are AP.

Morten hired the -Toronto Slic
Bros for album package concept and
cover art, and was hooked on ‘“the
magnetic cherry eyes’ of the sweet
young thing with the pearl-drop tear
of innocence.

An impressive LP debut which
should gain international recognition,
or as RPM’s Sammy Jo predicted
¢, . . make their dent in the U.S.”.

NOMINATED
COUNTRY FEMALE -
ARTIST
OF THE YEAR

PATTI MacDONNELL




RCA'’s Vangelis debuts with Heaven & Hell LP

Greek-born composer Vangelis
makes his RCA recording-debut with
the LP Heaven And  Hell (LPLI-
5110).

Vangelis has been described as a
“virtuoso” of the keyboard, playing
grand piano, hammond organ, syn-
thesizers and all percussive instruments
on the disc. The English Chamber
choir led by Yes band vocalist Jon An-
derson is also featured. d

Born in southern Greece, Vangel-
is was working in France when first
hearing of the Greek military upheaval
of his country in 1968. Unable to re-
turn to his home, Vangelis formed the
band Aphrodites Child, scoring an

CBC FM’s Jones skeds
Moses Quintet for Mar

Hedley Jones, producer of the CBC-
FM Network’s Eclectic Circus and Re-
cycling Blues features, ‘reports to
RPM that he will be recording To
ronto’s Ted Moses Quintet in March,
utilizing the  new Kunskopf micro-
phone recording principle.

The Kunskopf is a mike moulded
of heavy rubber in the shape of a
head, originally used to assist impaired
hearing. ihf .

Jones is also anticipating that Re-
cycling the Blues (now a one-hour
feature broadcast Saturday nights)
will expand to 4 hours by October
Currently the producer is working on a
Billy Preston special to be aired May
16th over CBC’s Entertainers series,
employing the same formula of in-
terview/music format, as was heard on
his Gino Vannelli special of late last
year.

immediate worldwide hit with the
single release Rain And Tears. The
band subsequently charted several
Number 1 hits during the next 3 years,
before splitting up after their “con-
troversial’’ double-LP 666.

Vangelis remained in Paris, record-
ing many cinema-soundtracks and'an
“amazing” concert performance, be-
fore moving to London, amid the
rumours that he would be replacing
%ick Wakeman as keyboarder for the

es. He missed out on the gig, but was
immediately signed up to RCA, ass-
embling his own 24-track studio near
London’s Marble Arch, cutting the
Heaven and Hell debut.

Champlain’s Rising label
creating national niche

Rising Records, a division of Cham-
plain' Productions -Ltd., reports a
steady increase of acceptance of their
product on a national basis.

Marty Simon’s productions include
the new KidStuff single, which is bas—
ed on the CTV Network Saturday
morning series. He has also produced a
Rockabye Hamlet LP featuring 3 com-
positions by Cal Dodd, 3 by the Lisa
Harrt Band and others. On tap as well
are 2 singles from the Rockgarden

band, a cover of Steely Dan’s, Every- .

one’s Gone To The Movies, and Would
You Like To La La La.

The Rising camp has another pro-
ducer of note, pumping out product.
Ralph Murphy has produced a single

by the Lisa Harrt Band, Old Time :

Movie. :
Rising is distributed by Quality
Records.

Green to Atlanta leaving WEA crew at grindstone

Wea Canada’s Linda Nash, reports
that the company is currently running
with 10 items on CHUM-Toronto (7
charted and 3 playlisted) and 9 items
on CKOC-Hamilton (8 charted and 1
playlisted).

The singles, Feelin’ Kinda Lucky
Tonight by Ray Materick, and Lost In
A Love Song by Christopher Ward are
experiencing a crossover to MOR,

country and pop station charts. Both .

singles qualify as 4 parts Cancon.

Larry Green national promo, flew
to Atlanta, Georgia (Feb 19) for the
Radio and Records Conference and
will also be attending Warner Bros’
R&B bash in New York City.

According to WEA’s second Ontar-
io promo, Jim “Soupy” Campbell,
new releases for WEA during the early
part of February were Bette Middler’s
Songs For The New Depression, Tom
Waits’ Nighthawks At The Diner, Chris
Squire (bassist for Yes) off with his

first solo titled Fish Out Of Water,
Major Harris, former lead singer for
the Delphonics with Jealousy and Bar-
ry White’s producer Gene Page with
the instrumental arrangements of
Lovelock. Other releases include pro-
duct from Black Sabbath, Bad Com-
pany and the Eagles.

Montreal’s Le Temps, distributed
by WEA on the Parapluie label, have
been set for a Mar S date at York Uni-
versity’s Glendon College.

Playboy jazz poll winner, guitarist
George Benson will be appearing at
Toronto’s E1 Mocambo (Mar 18-20)
and Gordon Lightfoot moves into
Massey Hall for his yearly date (Mar
22-28). Another Canadian Ray Mater-
ick is set for the Riverboat Mar 23
through the 28th and again March 30
through April 4th.

Both Nash and Campbell spiked
the above concert dates with a “hea-
vy”’ promo push on releases at both
the retail and radio level.

Instrumentalj
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